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Israelis, Palestinians clash in Hebron 

HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli settlers and Palestinian 
demonstrators clashed Saturday in Hebron after 
Molotov cocktails were thrown at the seitleiV homes 
Palestinian security sources said. About 50 Jews 
responded to the Molotov-cocktail attack by ihrowin° 
stones at Palestinians near the line that separates their 
sector, under Israeli military control, from the rest of 
the city, which is controlled by the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA). A Palestinian police officer was 
wounded and taken to a hospital, ihe security services 
said. PNA police dispersed the protesters and the 
Israeli military ordered the settlers to return home 
The Israeli military withdrew from 80 per cent of 
Hebron in January as pan of the Hebron accord 
between the government of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and the PNA. 
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Kuwait becomes first Gulf state 
to announce it will go to Doha 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait Sunday became the 
first Gulf Arab state to announce its participation in 
the Middle East economic conference in Doha but 
said it would not send a minister. “The state of Kuwait 
today announced its agreement to participating in the 
Fourth Middle East and North Africa economic con- 
ference" to which Israel is invited on Nov. 16-18, the 
official news agency KUNA said. Kuwait will be rep- 
resented by the under-secretary of the finance min- 
istry, KUNA said, quoting the minister of state for 
cabinet affairs. Abdul Aziz Dhukhetl. The agency, 
which did not name the under-secretary, said the deci- 
sion was taken at Sunday’s cabinet meeting. 
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Gunmen slaughter 
26 civilians in Algeria 


'PARIS (R) — Gunmen 
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L„. thought to be Islamist 

4 ; . ' : Jju. ,U| to rebels killed 26 civilians in 

l 1 /,. •uii.' western Algeria, cutting 

n j..i ■* . m . n .. .^ " fi* throats or decapitating 
*' a:5r them with axes, national 

:r. : - >V L ^ I .newspapers said Sunday. 
p. f ' c About 20 gunmen stopped 

KJ *‘ Dl'tWeen 22 civilians at a fake road- 

liueen an d ru . block in Tlemcen province 
Lnerie OT Friday, bound them hand 
«>'er dress-code land foot with wires ^ 
I , v, ihen took them into a waste 

L ' ^ ,f -. — ir, . l around nearby and killed 
’■r!" "V 1, 1bi. 7 hbem all, El Watan and A1 

“ ! _ RniNi pp 'Khabar newspapers said. In 

blajris Un( f the neighbouring province 

,-rv '■ ■£' d:!.hin^> hvr.jJ: -of Mascara, suspected 
I. > rebels slashed the throats of 

' s *' •••unin rcU J four shepherds in Aouf 
V ---: i’nn.i ib.jj hamlet on Friday, said El 

; , 0 . , 11 Watan without giving more 

».V !'!:.+■ h.,r r ‘ details. 
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“lk-ar Turn' 
attends summit 


J h.i:r„ ;il | U . details. 

< villagers killed 
■ ;r " J hiie & by Kurdish rebels 

'ANKARA (AFP) — Six 
: .. |._ .. 1 villagers were killed at the 
i • weekend by Kurdish rebels 
...... in the south-east Turkish 

province of Pervari, the 
, , Anatolia News Agency 

• J /' 5 Reported Sunday. It said 

: : ■"‘^'separatist terrorists,” as 
■ ,:rnir rebels from the Kurdish 
j ■■ .•nuitr Labour Party (PKK) are 
■ • "•u>< 1 jjgnhfied by the govern- 
ment, opened fire late Sat- 
urday on the villagers who 
were emerging from a for- 
11 mil esl near the village of 
Dogan. The agency said an 
jv k operation was underway ro 
i.r-'.-i.uiL find ihe assailants. 
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, ii. r. aw Arab League calls 
. ; , r J r ; renewal of U.N. 

• - jx sanctions against 

'.J' Libya regrettable 

” ,:r CAIRO (AFP i — The Arab 
League said Sunday it 
strongly regretted the 
renewal of U.N. sanctions 
: against Libya for refusing 

to extradite to the U.S. or 
Britain suspects in the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing. “It’s 
.. ?;fc really regrettable and sad 

_ tha the sanctions are per- 

ri'-i- (Ktuated against the Libyan 

people in spite of Libya’s 
„-j.« positive positions and flexi- 
.... i. .( bnity," Arab League 

-j !c spokesman Talaat Hanted 
said. “The renewal con- 

• ’.-'h!- firms that the Security 

Council has a double stan- 
dard on matters concerning 
Arab countries," he said. 
“The continuation of this 

, unfair embargo against 

wlh jj%a complicates the situ- 
( increasing tension 

-. '' h ' and not helping to preserve 
• !; ‘ L o, peace and international 
security” Mr. Hamed said. 
The U.N. Security Council 
• A dec ltied Friday to maintain 
: die air and arras embaigo 

' "re ? £ * 0 P te ^ 10 P ress Libya to 
over two Libyans 
?• • wanted in connection with 
■.i' 1 ? 11 *' {he bombing of a Pan Am 
i Jetliner over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, which killed 270 
k-J* People. 
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Iran urges Iraq 
^implement 
^■N. resolutions 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
Iraq Sunday to imple- 
“JJ 11 UJ4. resolutions in 
?oer to “remove any pretext 
Jor further adventurism by 
™ United States ” the offi- 
^ news agency IRNA 
j^fted. Iran “opposes any 
j-* military action against 
W» Deputy Foreign Min- 
for Arab Affairs 
^wianunad Sadr said. He 
ft e U.S. of seeking 
i. pretext to attack” Iraq. 
. e oige Iraq to implement 

““resolutions of the U.N. in 


to remove any pretext 
" further adventurism by 

“US," be said “Experi- 
1^ shown that each 
jOHe flje u.S. warns to launch 
'nuitaiy attack against this 
ftey prepare the 
on the public rela- 
Political and intema- 
Jona! ]evcls z {See rela[ed 

on page.-; 1 and 12) 


Regent urges new MPs 
to dedicate their efforts to 
serving country, Arab nation 


AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent. 
Sunday congratulated the 
newly-elected members of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment urging them to dedi- 
cate their efforts and pool 
their potentials in serving 
the country and the Arab 
Nation. 

Addressing the deputies 
at a lunch he hosted for 
them and for the Cabinet at 
the Royal Court, the Regent 
described the 13th Parlia- 
ment as another link in the 
chain of democracy intro- 
duced into the country by 
the late King Abdullah, 
founder of the Kingdom. 

The Regent conveyed to 
the deputies greeting and 
congratulations from His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
best wishes for their suc- 
cess in serving the nation. 

“On this occasion I would 
like to extend to all of you 
my congratulations for your 
success in winning the con- 
fidence of the Jordanian 
people and I convey to you 
the King’s greetings and 
congratulations on this 
occasion," said the Regent. 

“We are delighted over 
your success which came as 
a result of public consensus 
and free expression of opin- 
ion. and the result of free 
and fair elections, and I 
would like to emphasise 
that this confidence of our 
people makes it incumbent 
on you to exert intensive 
efforts and diligent work to 
serve the nation and the 
Jordanian citizens," the 
Regent noted. 

He said: “the 13th Parlia- 
ment which you represent 






and which includes all 
shades and colours of the 
political spectrum in our 
countiy is but a link in a 
blessed chain of democracy 
which has been introduced 
to the Kingdom by the late 
King Abdullah, founder of 
the Kingdom and has con- 
tinued until our present 
time. Therefore we. as 
deputies and responsible 
people and citizens, have to 
exert efforts to pursue the 
march and to double the 
positive results. This is a 
comprehensive call for 
deputies as much as it is for 
the judicial authority which 
complement each’ other. 
This complementarity 
should not be confined to 
the patterns of the past but 
should rather look towards 
the future to include the 
chambers of commerce and 
industry and indeed the 
whole civic society under 
the umbrella of the rule of 
law.” 

"I would like to salute the 
prime minister and other 
concerned ministers and I 
would like to stress that the 


Arafat to launch awareness 
campaign on peace obstacles 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat is to launch a 
campaign to raise aware- 
ness in the Arab world and 
other countries about the 
difficulties blocking the 
Middle East peace process, 
his office said here. 

“Arafat has decided to 
send the Palestinian nego- 
tiators who were present in 
Washington, to Cairo for 
talks with Egyptian leaders 
on ways to alert the Arab 
world and the international 
community to the difficul- 


ties in the peace process," a 
statement said Saturday. 

Other delegations would 
head for other Arab coun- 
tries to “‘explain the Pales- 
tinian position and the con- 
tent of the negotiations 
which took place in Wash- 
ington”, this week, said the 
text issued after a meeting 
of the Palestinian leader- 
ship. 

Israelis and Palestinians 
held talks from Monday to 
Thureday under the aegis of 
the U.S., with no tangible 
result. The Palestinian 


leader Mr. Arafat accused 
Israel on Saturday of hav- 
ing “no intention” of reviv- 
ing the peace process which 
has been stalled since work 
began in March on a new 
Jewish district in east 
Jerusalem. 

U.S. Secretaiy of State 
Madeleine Albright is due 
to meet Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
in London on Nov. 34 and 
President Arafat in Switzer- 
land on November 15, in an 
attempt to get the peace 
talks back on the rails. 


Higher Court rules against A! Mithaq 


AMMAN (J.T) — The 
Higher Court of Justice 
ruled yesterday that weekly 
newspapers, whose pub- 
lishers are registered as 
“companies with limited 
liabilities'’ have to meet the 
capital requirement of the 
amendments introduced in 
May tins year to the 1993 
Press and Publications 
Law. which is JD300.000 
rather than the old 
JD 15,000. 

The ruling, which settles 
a few- months-old dispute 
over whether raising the 
paid capital rather than the 
registered applies to estab- 
lished weeklies, does not 
necessarily apply to news- 
paper publishers registered 
under different categories 
of companies. 

Each case of the 13 news- 
papers which were sus- 
pended by a Council or 
Ministers decision in late 
September will be decided 
separately, the Jordan 
Times learned. 

The Higher Court ruling 
came ;ii ihe conclusion of a 


case heard by the court con- 
cerning A1 Mithaq weekly, 
which is one of the 13 
newspapers whose publica- 
tion was suspended for not 
“meeting the new capital 
requirements." 

Dar A1 Wihdeh company 
that publishes A1 Mithaq 
weekly should initially 
raise its capital to 
JD 150,000 as a prerequisite 
for republication. 

The ruling of the Higher 
Court, presided by Judge 
Farouq Kiiani, stipulated 
that Dar A1 Wihdeh was 
registered as a company 
with limited liability and 
should therefore deposit 50 
percent of the total capital 
stipulated by the Press and 
Publications Law (equiva- 
lent to JD 300.000) provid- 
ed that the remaining sum 
be paid within two years. 

Dar A1 Wihdeh filed a 
case two months ago con- 
testing the government’s 
recent decision to suspend 
A1 Mithaq publication on 
the grounds of abuse of 
power, lack of jurisdiction 


and improper application of 
the law. 

The court ruled that the 
documents provided by Dar 
A I Wihdeh did not prove 
that the company fulfilled 
the requirements of the law. 

It also ruled that the 
plaintiff’s contention that 
the law violated the compa- 
ny's acquired rights was 
unfounded. It said that 
acquired rights apply only 
to disputes that occurred 
during the validity of the 
law in the past and that, if 
the dispute was still valid 
under the new law, it is sub- 
ject to its provisions. It was 
not immediately known to 
the Jordan Times how 
many newspapers are regis- 
tered as companies with 
Limited Liability. 

The rulings in other simi- 
lar cases filed against the 
government as well as the 
ruling in the case that con- 
tests the constitutionality of 
the provisional law are 
expected to be issued at the 
end of ihe month. 


U.N. envoys prepare Iraq report for 
Security Council; Aziz off to U.S. 


confidence entrusted in you 
by the Jordanian voters 
requires from you to dedi- 
cate your efforts to the idea 
of comprehensiveness, on 
the right handling and deal- 
ing with information and to 
scrutinising (he facts and 
searching for the absolute 
truth away from offhand 
and improvised statements 
and away from playing 
with the feelings of the 
public. You have to adopt 
developed nations’ parlia- 
mentary methods which 
depend on accurate infor- 
mation and scientific facts. 
These represent the first 
step on the right course and 
the most exemplary method 
to accomplish achieve- 
ments for this country in 
the coming century," said 
the Regent. 

Prince Hassan said: 
“Allow me on this occasion 
to say that the required 
strength and the right 
method which is worthy of 
our country lies in the 
strength of consensus, and 
in acting as one hand and a 
single hean in working for 
the future of the country 
within the framework of 
norms of the House’s per- 
formance and in reaching 
out to the other people’s 
views and the right reading 
of the future." 

He said: “I have great 
hope that your abilities and 
qualifications will be trans- 
lated into an exercise of 
humanitarian role in the 
coming stage of action, 
away from slogans and the 
media glamour because the 
coming stage is a stage of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAQI PRESIDENT Sad- 
dam Hussein declared Sun- 
day that his country had “to 
choose between sacrifice 
or slavery" and suggested 
that a confrontation might 
be inevitable. 

Iraq has "been put in a 
position where it has to 
choose either to live hon- 
ourably and with dignity or 
to face all the possibili- 
ties," President Hussein 
said in a statement on Iraqi 
television. 

His comments came as 
Iraq barred UJN. weapon 
inspection teams that 
included Americans for a 
seventh day and sent its 
deputy prime minister to 
argue its case before U.N. 
Security Council members. 

More ominously, the 
statement came a day 
before Iraq threatened to 
shoot down an American 
U-2 spy plane, which is 
scheduled to resume its 
flights over the country 
Monday. The Iraqi presi- 
dent suggested that a con- 
frontation with the United 
States was likely. 

President Saddam said 
that films of the U.N. 
inspection teams’ activities 
in Iraq showed “how much 
material and psychological 
harm the people of Iraq 
have endured." according 
to the statement, which was 
carried by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. 

“This path, however, has 
not led us to any result, and 
there is not the least hope 
that it will lead us to any 
result. Nobody, however, 
can say now that this new 

(Continued on page 7) 

Israeli 
politicians 
form group 
to press for 
retreat from 
Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
group of Israeli politicians 
from both the opposition and 
government announced the 
creation Sunday of a move- 
ment to press for a unilateral 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

■ ‘Too much blood has been 
spilled in Lebanon and we 
are here today to bring a halt 
to this,” said Yossi Beilin, a 
member of parliament from 
the opposition Labour Party 
and former minister in j 
charge of the peace process. 

Mr. Beilin was joined at a 
press conference launching 
the “Movement For a Peace- 
ful Withdrawal from 
Lebanon” by fellow Labour 
deputy Haim Ramon. Dedi 
Zucker of the leftist Meretz 
party and Tzvi Weinberger of 
Ihe Russian-immigrant Israel 
B’Aliya group which is a 
member of the governing 
coalition. 

1 The group said its aim was 
to draw up and promote a 
plan for the orderly with- 
drawal of troops from the 
buffs- zone Israel has held in 
south Lebanon since 1985 
when it ended its three-year 
occupation of most of the 
country. 

Mr Beilin said the plan 
would have to guarantee the 
security of northern Israel 
from arracks by Palestinian 
and Islamist guerrillas and 
protea the members of the 
pro-Israeli South Lebanon 
Army which helps Israel 
defend the hu tier zone. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, receives Sunday evening Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz who arrived in Jordan en route to the United Nations. 
Prince Hassan stressed during the meeting, which was attended by Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh, the necessity of overcoming the current crises between Iraq and the 
United Nations in a way that would protect the sovereignty of Iraq and the integrity of 
its territories and pave the way towards implementing all relevant resolutions of the 
Security Council and lifting the embargo on the Iraqi people (photo by Boghos) 

Blair statement suggests Britain 
would join air strikes against Iraq 


LONDON (AP) — Britain 
Sunday told President Clin- 
ton the world must stand 
firm against President Sad- 
dam Hussein after Iraq 
again turned back weapons 
inspection teams that 
included Americans. 

The speedy Blair letter 
and its release to reporters 
appeared to signal Britain 
would back military strikes 
if Iraq carries out a threat to 
fire on American U-2 sur- 
veillance flights scheduled 
to resume Monday. 

“1 have no doubt that as in 
the past we must stand 


absolutely firm and 
absolutely together.” Prime 
Minister Tony Blair said in 
a letter to Mr. Clinton, 
released as the confronta- 
tion worsened between Iraq 
and the United Nations. 

The United States has 
said that firing on its planes 
could prompt military retal- 
iation. 

Britain could order royal 
air force tornado fighters to 
take part with U.S. planes 
in any strike. 

Soon after Iraq, for the 
seventh consecutive day, 
turned back U.N. teams try- 


ing to check on whether 
President Saddam has 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. Mr. Baler’s downing 
street office also released in 
advance 'a speech with 
more tough words for Mr. 
Hussein. 

“He has made this fatal 
miscalculation before. For 
his sake, I hope he will not 
make it again,” Mr. Blair, 
referring to the 1990 Gulf 
war when Britain was the 
America's prime ally, plans 
to say in a speech he is 

(Continued on page 7) 
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SANCTIONS-MT CHILD: A poor Iraqi woman sits next to her starving child at a 
Baghdad hospital, Sunday. This hospital, like many others in Iraq, is undersupplied 
due to U-N.-imposed sanctions on the countiy. Impoverished by a trade-embargo, 
Iraqis face the possibility of a military confrontation as the crisis with the U.N. over 
Iraq's disarmament continues (AFP photo) 

Close to 100 killed in Kurdish fighting 


ANKARA (AFP) — Near- 
ly 100 fighters have been 
killed in renewed clashes 
between northern Iraq’s 
rival Kurdish factions, the 
Turkish Anatolia news 
agency reported Sunday. 

The agency quoted Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) Radio as saying its 
forces killed 67 fighters of 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) 

and its allied Turkisb- 
Kurd faction, the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK), in 
combat in northern Iraq. 

PUK Radio announced it 
killed 30 KDP fighters and 
captured 16 others during 
clashes near Sidekan. 
Northeast ol'Arhi!. accord- 


ing to Anatolia. 

The PUK also said in a 
statement overnight that 
Turkish forces “were 
directly engaged in combat 
against the PUK" and that 
“Turkish statements that 
the operations were limited 
to the PKK are completely 
false.” 

The PUK’s representa- 
tive in Ankara, Shazid 
Saib. confirmed to Agence 
France Presse the renewed 
fighting in northern Iraq 
without providing details. 
The KDP’s representative 
could not be reached. 

KDP Radio said its forces 
killed the 67 enemy fight- 
ers in combats in 12 differ- 
ent zones which it retook 


from the PUK and PKK. 

Serious fighting broke 
out in northern Iraq early 
Saturday, with the KDP 
announcing it had 
launched a major offensive 
against the PUK to regain 
positions it lost in October. 
According to a KDP state- 
ment thousands of its 
fighters early Saturday 
attacked positions of the 
PUK and PKK on three 
axes along a 50-kilometre 
front stretching from 
Degala, north of Arbil, to 
Khalifan. 

PUK Radio accused 
Turkey of deploying 3,500 
men backed by warplanes 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel claims major Christian 
archaeological find in Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AFP) _ — 
Israeli authorities 

announced Sunday the 

discovery' in occupied 
Jerusalem of a large 
Byzantine church built 
over the spot where the 
. Virgin Mary is said to 
I have rested on her way to 
\ give birth to Jesus in Beth- 
lehem. 

The Israel antiquities 
authority said it hoped to 
turn the ruins of the 
Kathisma Church into a 
“major attraction” for 
Christian pilgrims expect- 
ed to flock to the holy land 
for the 2000th anniversary 
of Christ's birth. 

The large octagonal 
church is built around a 
holy stone, known as the 
seat, or kathisma in Greek, 
where the pregnant Virgin 
Mary is said by Christian 
tradition to have rested 
while walking from 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 

Surrounding the stone is 
an octagonal area with 
large comer pilasters and 
two outer rings, one of 


which apparently served 
as a walkway for viewing 
the stone and a second 
made up of four chapels 
with ' colourful mosaic 
floors. 

The entire church mea- 
sures 43 metres by 54 
metres. 

“It is one of the earliest 
and largest major churches 
dedicated to Maty. Mother 
of Jesus.” said archaeolo- 
gist Rina Avner of the 
antiquities authority. 

She said Christian 
sources indicate the 
church was originally built 
in the fifth century "before 
being destroyed some- 
where around the seventh 
century and rebuilt on the 
same model around 1200. 

Decorated with elaborate 
marble and mosaic floors, 
it is the largest and one of 
the most sophisticated 
churches of its kind ever 
discovered in the holy 
land. 'she said. 

The same octagonal plan 
served as a model for a 
smaller church on Mount 


Gerizim near the northern 
West Bank city of Nablus 
and also for the Dome of 
the Rock mosque in east 
Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa com- 
pound, she said. 

Ms. Avner said archaeol- 
ogists first suspected the 
presence of the church in 
1992 when a nearby road 
was widened joining 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 
No excavations were car- 
ried out at the rime, appar- 
ently due to differences 
with the Greek Orthodox 
Church which owns the 
land and a nearby 
monastery. 

New evidence of the 
church was uncovered ear- 
lier this year when Israel' 
began construction of a 
controversial new Jewish 
neighbourhood on the 
nearby Arab area of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. 

Construction of the 
housing project on'disput- 
ed land in occupied east 
Jerusalem sparked a deep 
crisis in the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace process. 
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The church ruins lie in a 
“no-man’s land” that ran 
between Israeli territory 
and formerly Jordanian- 
ruled east Jerusalem prior 
to its capture by Israel dur- 
ing the 1967 war. 

Ms. Avner said construc- 
tion crews came upon 
mosaics as they were lay- 
ing a water pipe to a sup- 
port site for the Jebel Abu 
Ghneim settlement and 
informed the antiquities 
department. 

The subsequent excava- 
tion was financed by the 
housing ministry with the 
approval of the Greek 
Orthodox Church, she 
said. 

While a spokesman for 
the antiquities authority- 
said the government 
hoped to raise sufficient 
' funds to develop the 
church into a major tourist 
attraction. Ms. Avner said 
the ruins were likely to be 
covered over with din for 
now due to a lack of 
immediate financing. 


Qatar not 
to recall 
envoy 
to Egypt 

DOHA (AP.) — Qatar will 
not recall its ambassador ro 
Egypt despite Egypt’s deci- 
sion to call home its envoy in 
Doha for consultations' a 
Qatari official said Sunday. 

Egyptian Ambassador 
Mohammad Menissi left 
Qatar Friday ahead of a Mid- 
dle East economic conference 
to be held later this month in 
Doha over .Arab objections to 
Israel being invited to artend. 

But Qatari Foreign Min- 
istry Spokesman Fawaz 
Am yah said his government 
does not plan to reciprocate 
for the Egyptian move. “We 
are not thinking about recall- 
ing our ambassador in Cairo,” 
he said. 

He said the Egyptian 
embassy had informed them 
on Thursday that the ambas- 
sador was going on an indefi- 
nite holiday. Egyptian diplo- 
mats said he was called home 
for consultations. 



FOOD WATCH: Palestinian women on Snnday show schoolchildren how to identify out-of-date food products, 
mainly imported by or made in IsraeL on display in the local Palestinian National Authority (PNAi office. Pales- 
tinian officials claim a number of food poison cases have recently been diagnosed in PN A-run hospitals in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip which they blame on produce being sold past their expiration date (Reuters photo) 


Iran’s Kharrazi begins talks with Saudi officials 

Tehran wants better ties with Egypt 


RIYADH (R) — Iranian For- 
eign Minister Kamal Kharrazi 
began talks with Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah in Riyadh 
Sunday after his arrival on a 
c onfidence -bu£i ding tour of 
Gulf Arab states. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud AI Faisal greeted 
Mr. Kharrazi after he arrived 
in Riyadh from Jeddah, 
reporters said. 

Mr. Kharrazi arrived in 
Saudi Arabia's Red Sea port 
city of Jeddah Saturday night 
from Syria, where he had held 
talks with President Hafez Al 
Assad and other officials. 

He went into talks with 
Crown Prince Abdullah after 
his arrival in Rivadh and was 


due to hold talks with Prince 
Saud later. Mr. Kharrazi w as 
due to hold a news conference 
in Riyadh Monday before he 
leaves the kingdom. 

Iran's ambassador in Riyadh 
said earlier Mr. Kharrazi was 
earning m o messages from 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi to King Fahd and Crown 
Prince Abdullah. 

The Iranian ambassador 
said Mr. Khatami's govern- 
ment was keen on fostering 
stronger ties with neighbour- 
ing Gulf Arab countries. 

Non- Arab Iran has been try- 
ing to improve its tics with 
.Arab countries since Mr. 
Khatami assumed office in 
Auuust. 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iran on Sunday called Egypt a “great Mus- 
lim country " and expressed a desire to improve ties with the 
North African state after nearly tw o decades of tense relations. 
“Egypt is a great Muslim country and important in the eyes of 
Iranian leaders.” said Deputy Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Sadr, quoted by the official Iranian news agency (IRNA I. 

Mr. Sadr, who heads the Department on Arab and North 
African Affairs, said die deadlock in the Middle East peace 
process ‘has progressively brought closer the positions of 
Tehran and Cairo.” “Thanks to this rapprochement, we hope to 
see an improvement of relations in all areas.” he said. 

But Mr. Sadr said there had been no change in Iran's opposi- 
tion to the U.S.-sponsored peace process. 

“We do not recognise the state of Israel and believe Palestine 
belongs to the Palestinians." he said, adding that the new rela- 
tively moderate President Mohammad Khatami shared the same 
views on Israel as the father of the 1979 Islamic revolution. Aya- 
tollah Rtiholhh Khomeini, who culled for Israels destruction. 


Islamic Jihad urges Arabs to defy UJL on Iraq 


GAZA fR) — A Palestinian 
Islamist leader accused the 
United States Sunday of 
terrorising the world in its 
standoff with Iraq over 
U.N. arms inspection and 
urged Arabs and Muslims 
to challenge Washington. 

“This gangsterly Ameri- 
can act doesn’t only aim at 
hurting Iraq, but at terroris- 
ing the entire world and 
push everyone to give up to 
what America and Israel 
want," Sheikh Nafiz Azzam 
told Reuters. 


“Arabs and Muslims are 
required to stand up against 
the .American injustice and 
the .American arrogance." 
he said. 

He urged Palestinians to 
halt negotiations with Israel 
and boycott a U.S.-backed 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence next week in the Gulf 
state of Qatar attended by 
Israel. 

Sheikh Azzam accused 
the United States of adopt- 
ing a double standard by 


enabling Israel to avoid 
respecting resolutions of 
the U.N. Security Council 
and General Assembly. 

“In the same time Israel is 
challenging international 
public opinion; the United 
States is trying to gather the 
w'orld against Iraq.” said 
Sheikh Azzam, one of the 
senior leaders in Gaza of 
the movement devoted to 
Israel's destruction. 

Islamic Jihad has carried 
out suicide bombings that 
have killed scores of 


Israelis although it boasts a 
smaller following than the 
rival Hamas movement. 

Palestinians backed Iraq 
in the 1991 Gulf war during 
which President Saddam 
Hussein finked his with- 
drawal from Kuwait to 
Israel’s withdrawal from 
the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Iraq fired 
scores of Scud missiles at 
Israel during the war (see 
related stories on pages 1 
and 12). 


Damascus ‘surprised’ by U.S. insistence on holding Doha conference 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Damascus on Monday 
said that Washington’s 
insistence on holding this 
month’s regional econom- 
ic forum in Doha is “sur- 
prising and wrong." 

The official daily 
Tishrin, commenting on 
the Nov. 16-18 forum. 


wrote that “Washington's 
insistence on holding the 
Doha conference consti- 
tutes an error and causes 
surprise. Such an attitude 
weakens the credibility of 
the United States and its 
relations with the Arabs.” 
The official commentary 
comes as U.S. Assistant 


Secretary of State Martin 
Indyk is making a tour of 
the region to build support 
among Arab nations for 
attending the annual Mid- 
dle East and North 
African economic confer- 
ence. 

Several Arab states have 
said they will boycott the 


summit over the atten- 
dance of Israel unless the 
Israeli government takes 
steps to break deadlocks 
in the Middle East peace 
process. 

Tishrin said that “the 
attitude of Washington is 
in conflict with its role as 
a co-sponsor of the peace 


process and as an honest 
and impartial broker.” 

The annual regional eco- 
nomic conference brings 
together officials and 
businessmen from the 
Arab World and Israel and 
their main economic part- 
ners, notably the United 
States. Europe and Japan. 


! SION 

TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
I 14:10 — A Show With the Mouse 



14:30 .... 
Moomesa 

15:00 

; 15:15 .... 

....The Cowboys of the 
..Gillette Sports Special 

15-JO 


16:00 .... 


16-J0 .... 
17:00 -. 
19:00 .... 
19:15— 
19 JO — 

— News in French 

-....French programme 

19J5 ... 
Brown 

20:00 

20:30 

Comedy — Murphy 
The Health Show 

21:10 


22:00 


22 JO 


23:15 

..Cosmos 

PRAYER TIMES 

04J6 

Fajr 


05:55 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 11:19 Dhuhr 

j 14:18 — — 'Asr 

1 16:44... - Maghreb 

j 18:03. Tsha 

CHURCHES 

j St Mary of Nazareth Church 
j Sweifieh. TeL 8 1 0740 
1 Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

1 632785. 


St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annnni ratinn 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 6884C4 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Scattered thunder showers are 
expected, skies partly cloudy, 
temperatures dropping slightly, 
and winds southeasterly moderate 
to active. In Aqaba, winds will be 


northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 10/19 

Aqaba. 19/27 

Deserts 09/20 

Jordan Valley 17/28 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 21, Aqaba 29 Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 per cent. 
Aqaba 38 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


.AMMAN: 

Dr MukhksHalaseh — 5519220 

Du Ruhi Sukfcar 856457 

Dr, FadlAlKbatib S65456 

Dr. Y ousef Al Faqih .....790 1 04 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Fawzi Abol Haija ,._252970 


Al Quds pharmacy ( — ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dr Rabah Al Bourini ..990312 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .6371] 1 

Gvil Defence Depararent—fifill 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue Police — 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade..- 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police - — 843402 

Traffic Police .896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

W*s-& Sevwoff Qropfadns -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. — 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan «..»»7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co. 636381 

RJ Flight Information _08-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

LuzmBa 630195 

Hussein Medical Centre —813813/32 

Khali di Maternity. 64428 1/6 

Aktieh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 
Malhas,! Amman. ..... — 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahil Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen ....777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. - -.775! 1 1/26 

Army, Marka — — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — —.865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

_(09)9S3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Urn Sma Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
- (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUE EN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian f RJl information 
department at die Queen Alia 

International Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5. when it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights Can be supplied on 
phone OS (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 — .... Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah 0U) 

09:45 — New Delhi (RJ) 

09J0 — Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 J3eirot (RJ) 

16:20 - Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 — — .London (RJ) 

16:45 ...New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

21:45 —Kuala Lumpur: Abu Dhabi iRJ) 
23:15 — fakana, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Other Flights 

04:15 - London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

09:30 ATArish(PF) 

11:45 Khartoum (SD) 

13:45 Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 -Doha (QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

18:00 Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 _...Tel Aviv <LY) 

21:10 ....Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:05 Te! Aviv (RW) 

07:25 Amman (QAIAKRW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:50 Aqaba I RW) 

11:10 Amman (QAIAHRW) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

21=20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 -...Beirut (RJ) 

10:10 Frankfort London (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
!2:05 Kuwait (RJ) 


1 12 JO .Cairo (RJ) 

: 20:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

j 20:40 .. .Damascus (RJ) 

20:45 — Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJl 

21:15 -Dubai Muscat (RJ) 

22 >15 -Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 .Istanbul (TK) 

08:00 ..Beirut (ME) 

08:25 London (BA) 

1030 Al 'Arish (Pfl 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

12:45 Lstanbul(SD) 

12:45 Bahrain (GF) 

14:15 .-Bahrain (GF) 

15-JO -.Doha (QR) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:00 Damascus. Dubai (EK) 

19:00 -Khartoum (SD) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:53 —Damascus. Paris (AF) 

02:25 Amsterdam (EL) 

03:00 --Athens (OA) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

05 JO Amman (Marka Akp**^ 
(RW) 

06:50 - Tel Aviv (KW) 

07:55 Amman (QA1A)(RW 

08:50 Amman (Marka Airf^ 
(RW) 

I(h20 Aqaba.<KW 

11:40 —Amman (QAIA1^| 
20:30 — Amman (QAU3^J 
21:50 Aqtbgi 






' identify .»uH.f.d Jlc| - , 1 

o«st! Authnriti i|*\ v 

>d in PN \-ruri hmpiiju^/^Jf 

Saudi "offices 

s better ties with Egjp 


MR i w Slk.La 
rcwrtl ;:i| , 

tor rvajl;. 
iun 

IVtu:> 1‘. \;_ 


r.-r*i .• "avail. 
i;c- 

• k'ibc rdjBr 
■ -“iii :r. ihctif: 


.fc the ■ 

rfST Jk-d.ii.Xr 

. .. 

? rrlj?h , c ■ ..... 

• ■'“s 1 ' Jill \jP 

»' Lk*' rn 

nv Kill fxv.: ■. . ..: 

■ "■ Irjn ' .pci. 

*Vit JVJll' ■, 

< if*' st jc ■ : \ ... . 

: .■ Pak-c 



no- > 

•re \ .. 

'thee 


.. .'•■'ilIHlfc 




d»*injsTi?. 


y U.S. on Ira^ 


•»- . •* 
i 

r Ml :• 

I • 

n.r.-i: 

V' r*-; 


Nvi« 

‘ME 

■ L 

-W 



f - 

.j 

\ ’ 

■ .I • 


_ * .. 
. it 


,j! 1 ' 

ri 1 


: an; 

3oha 

i.ix.' 


' % r ' 




■'* ■' 

S’ . 

t ... 



32 .’S' 


III : r 


2Ji:4H 




»« : j «. 


22 i? 



> 

l i 

•*. • 


* 

nvia 1 

. \k.' 

_ 

1 

.A l: 

l k. 

St*:- 5 * 1 



• t 

12 l' 

*;• 

I ’.45 


14:1? 


15 


15:541 

ic’.i 

J ■':«»» 

h\\ 

1*) 

. ,* 

21:21' 


11:53 

H*' 

iC-L 5 

k'J 

M3-H 1 

» ■ 



K 1 


n IdU'il •i.irii'*»nps fcl 


-•n 

J- 

r- 

: V ■;««• 

• Lv. 


k! 

lW 


Home News 

The 13 th Parliament — the numbers 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 10, 1997 



By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The SO 
deputies in the 13th Parlia- 
ment were elected by 14.89 
per cent of eligible voters, 
or less than 16 per cent of 
1,838,223 registered voters, 
according ‘ to figures 
released by the Ministry of 
Interior. 

With 293,451 votes, the 
hew deputies collected 
35.68 per cent of the total 
votes cast in Tuesday's 
polls. 

Compared to the official 
total population estimate 
(4,580,234). the new MPs 
won their seats thanks to 
the votes of only 6.4 per 
cent of Jordanians. 

The new parliamentari- 
ans’ representativeness, 
measured in terms of 
obtained votes to eligible 
and cast votes, is slighrly 
lower than that of their pre- 
decessors in th$ 12th Par- 
liament. 

The winners in the 1993 
elections received 16 per 
cent of eligible votes and 
around 40 per cent of cast 
votes. 

The total number of votes 
cast in this year's elections 
was 822,3 1 8. 46 per cent of 
the eligible voters 


The new deputies who received the greatest and least 
number of votes: Zarqa deputy Noman Gweiri (left 
10,853) and Ajloun deputy Ridha Haddad (8851 (File 
photos) 


(1.970.000). or 55.78 per 
cent of the 1.479,968 card- 
holders. More than 60 per 
cent of cast votes went to 
candidates who lost. 

Five hundred and twenty- 
one would-be deputies con- 
tested this year's elections, 
13 less than in 1993. 

The newly-elected Karak 
deputies collectively 
obtained the highest ratio of 
votes to registered voters in 
the Kingdom's 21 electoral 
districts. 

With 37.124 votes, the 
nine deputies won 37.55 
per cent of registered votes 
in their constituency. 

In the representativeness 
scale. Knrak is followed by 
the newly-created, two- 
deputy constituency of 
Aqaba, where Mohammad 
Badri (2.755 votes) and 
incumbent Ziad Shweikh 
(2.356 votes) obtained 
32.25 per cent of the 15.846 
registered votes. 


Mafraq came third, where 
incumbents Abdul Karim 
Dughmi and Mohammad 
Abu Oleim and 11th Parlia- 
ment deputy Nawaf 

Khawaideh collected 28.34 
per cent of registered votes. 

The three deputies in 
Amman’s 2nd District 

obtained the lowest ratio of 
votes to registered voters. 

Islamist Abdul Majeed 
Aqtash (3,617 votes) and 
centrists Mohammad Kouz 
(3.248 votes j and Moham- 
mad Thweib (2,806 votes) 
collectively obtained only 
7.29 percent of the 127.196 
registered votes in their dis- 
trict 

The second lowest ratio 
of votes obtained to regis- 
tered voters, 9.14 per cent 
was in Amman's 1st Dis- 
trict 

Independents Rashed 
Baraiseh. Khalil Attiyeh, 
and Hamada Fara’neh won 
9,278 votes out of 135,339 


registered voters. 

The seven independent 
Islamists in the 13th legis- 
lature — Abdullah Akaileh 
(Tflfileh), Mohammad Aza- 
ydeh (Madaba), Abdul 
Majeed Aqtash (Amman 
2nd District), Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeisaht (Irbid), Bakhit 
Mana’ya ^Southern 

Bedouins), MohammaS 
Rafa’at (Balqa). and Walid 
Awajan (Ma’an) — 
obtained around three per 
cent of the total cast votes 
nationwide and 8.9 per cent 
of the votes cast in favour 
of the 80 winners. 

A similar percentage 
applies to the leftists in the 
13th legislature. 

Arab Land Party Secre- 
tary General Mohammad 
Ouran (Tafileh), 

independent Mansour 
Murad and Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic 
Party's Bass am Haddadin 
(Zarqa). Jordanian Arab 
Ba’aih Socialist Parry's 
Khalil Haddadin (Amman 
3rd District), Ba'athist 
Nash'aal Hamameh (Mada- 
ba), Mohammad Bataineh 
(Irbid), Ayed Adhayleh, and 
Nazih Ammarm (Karak) 
collectively obtained only 
8.1 per cent of the votes 
won by the new House rep- 
resentatives. 

Out of the 48 former 
deputies contesting the 
polls, 26 were re-elected, 
constituting almost one- 
third of the new Parliament. 

Among them, six were 
members of the 11 th Parlia- 
ment, 14 of the 12th. and 
six in both of the previous 
two Parliaments. 
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NEWS 

IN 

BRIEF 


Officer honoured 
for solving 1986 
murder 

AMMAN (Petra) — Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD) Director General 
Nasouh Muhieddin hon- 
oured officer Jamal Bdour 
for his efforts in dosing 
the tile on an unsolved 
murder from 1986. Mr. 
Bdour helped solve the 
murder of Murad Musa 
Bunnaui. which look 
place in the Yajouz area. 

Department 
announces 
October revenues 
total nearly JD6 
million 

AMMAN (Petra) —The 
revenues of the Land and 
Survey Department in 
October totalled 

JD5.755.902. The Amman 
Land and Survey Depart- 
ment earned the lion's 
share with about JD2.7 
million. 

Accidents kill one, 
injure 30 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Eighty-six accidents 
throughout the Kingdom 
were reported in die last 
24 hours, resulting in one 
death and 30 injuries. 

UJM. to open 
journalism 
conference today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
UN. today is opening a 
one-day workshop for 
journalists entitled '“The 
UN. and the Jordanian 
Media: Scopes for Future 
Cooperation." Taking part 
will be journal isLs from A1 
Ral A1 Dustour, Ai 
Aswaq, A] Arab Al Yawm. 
the Jordan News Agency 
(Petra), Al Quds Press, 
and Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation, as 
well as journalism stu- 
dents from the University 
of Jordan and the Institute 
of Diplomacy. 


Conference on educating 
dyslexic children opens 


Euro- Arab conference envoy urges EU 
to assume greater role in peace process 


VALETTA (Petra) — Jor- 
dan has urged the Euro- 
pean Union (E.U.) to step 
up its efforts and assume a 
major role in ensuring the 
success of the Middle East 
peace process. 

At the Euro-Arab dia- 
logue, which is being held 
in Malta, Jordanian repre- 
sentative Senator Thouqan 
Hindawi said Arabs want 
the E.U. to become a spon- 
sor and partner in the peace 
process, in accordance 
with the principles laid 
down in the working 
papers of both the Arab 
and European parliamen- 
tary delegations taking part 
in the meeting. 

“We appreciate what the 


European parliamentarians 
are doing through political 
and diplomatic contacts 
with the various parties 
involved in the peace 
process. We also commend 
Europe’s success in attain- 
ing tangible results and the 
appointment of E.U. envoy 
Miguel Moratinos to medi- 
ate," Mr. Hindawi said. 

“However, we fee! that 
all these contacts have not 
yet reached the level where 
they can be effective and 
capable of pressuring 
Israel into halting iis 
aggressive practices 
against peace.” he contin- 
ued. 

He warned (hat “should 
the Israeli intransigence 


persist, dangers will not 
only be posed ro the Arab 
World, but also to the 
Euro-Arab association pro- 
grammes. 

“Since the lust Euro- 
Arab dialogue, which was 
held in Amman a year ago, 
ihc peace process has been 
deadlocked, particularly on 
ihe Palestinian. Syrian, and 
Lebanese tracks. The situa- 
tion has further deteriorat- 
ed due to Israel reneging 
on the accords signed by 
the previous Israeli gov- 
ernment,” according to Mr. 
Hindawi. 

Israel has been insisting 
on returning to square one 
in the negotiations and 
refuses to comply with the 


requirements of compre- 
hensive peace based on the 
formula of exchanging 
land for peace, he said. 

Israel is dosing Palestin- 
ian lands, building more 
Jewish settlements on 

Arab-owned territory, 
refusing to redeploy its 
forces in the West Bank, 
and waging aggressive acts 
in southern Lebanon, he 
stated. 

A total of 15 Arab coun- 
tries and 16 E.U. member 
states are taking part in the 
dialogue, which is focus- 
ing mainly on the Middle 
East question and the sanc- 
tions imposed on Libya. 
Sudan, and Iraq, as well as 
economic cooperation. 


Majali thanks France for media assistance 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Sunday voiced Jor- 
dan's appredation for 
France's continued assis- 
tance to the Kingdom in 
general and to the official 
media in particular. 

During a meeting with the 
visiting director of French 
television Xavier Gouyou- 
Beauchamp, the prime min- 
ister pointed to France's 
technical aid and the 
exchange of media-related 


information, which he said 
have all reflected positively 
on various Fields including 
the tourism sector. 

Mr. Gouyou-Beauchamp 
said he was impressed by 
the high standard of the 
media and its coverage of 
the general elections last 
week. 

During the meeting, 
which was also attended by 
French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet and 
Director of Jordan Televi- 


sion Naser Judeh, the two 
sides reviewed cultural and 
media cooperation. 

Also Sunday. Mr. Gouy- 
ou-Beauchamp met with 
Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutawi for a review of Jor- 
danian-French cooperation 
in media-related fields. 

Dr. Mutawi thanked 
France for its ongoing tech- 
nical assistance to the 
Kingdom and the training 
of Jordanian personnel in 


the use of computers to 
process the results of last 
week’s general elections. 

After the meeting. Mr. 
Gouyou-Beauchamp said 
French television is willing 
to train personnel, especial- 
ly in television and radio 
work and in news editing 
and directing. 

France is ready to send 
specialists to organise train- 
ing courses for Jordan radio 
and television employees, 
he added. 


Germany to provide JD17.8 million 
loan to upgrade Amman water network 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A spe- 
cial workshop on training 
educators to help dyslexic 
children was inaugurated 
last week by Head of Public 
Education Mahmoud 
Massed on behalf of Minis- 
ter of Education Munther 
Masri. 

Dyslexia is an impair- 
ment of reading ability in 
otherwise normal children. 
According to Rana 
Sha’ban, coordinator of the 
special needs programme at 
the Ahliyyah School for 
Girls (ASG). "dyslexia 
affects more than ten per 
cent of school children 
around the world."’ 

As for Jordan, with the 
absence of exact figures, 
she estimated the figure ro 
be somewhere between 
“two to three children out 
of every 20-30 school chil- 
dren." 

“Participants in the work- 


shop will be using an adapt- 
ed version of a system of 
screening and helping 
schoolchildren with learn- 
ing difficulties that was 
developed by Pamila Kuvi- 
lakuval. an authority on 
learning difficulties.” Ms. 
Sha’ban said. 

Other versions of the 
same system have been 
used all around the world in 
places such as the U.S., 
Canada, Europe, and in 
Zimbabwe, she explained. 

According to Miss 
Sha’ban. all areas reported 
success in integrating 
dyslexic children back into 
regular classes. 

Ms. Sha’ban explained 
that a form of remedial 
work has been in place in 
Jordan for several years and 
applied by personnel from 
the Ministry of Education 
who received training at 
Princess Sarvath Commu- 


nity College. 

“However." she said, “it 
depended on the puli out 
system,” in which the child 
is separated from other 
children and aided in isola- 
tion, she said. 

“Mrs. Kuvilakuval's sys- 
tem is different and is based 
on in-class help/* Ms. 
Sha’ban explained. 

There are 16 participants 
representing organisations 
including the Ministry of 
Education, A.S.G., Nation- 
al Orthodox School, Bac- 
calaureate School, Al M an- 
il al SchooL Princess 
Savarth Community Col- 
lege. Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, Al Mowal 
Centre, and the Anglican 
School in Ramallah, West 
Bank. 

“All participants will be 
awarded certificates upon 
completion of the five-day 
course,” she concluded. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ger- 
many is scheduled to pro- 
vide Jordan with a DM43 
million (JD17.8 million) 
soft loan to Finance the con- 
struction of a water network 
project within the Greater 
Amman region. 

An agreement signed 
Sunday stipulates that the 
German Bank for Develop- 
ment and Reconstruction 
will process the Joan, which 
will finance part of a project 
for replacing the worn-out 
and leaking water network 
in the capital. 

The network will be laid 
in the following districts: 
Ras Al Ain, Nazzal, 
Ashrafieh, Queismeh, Ain 
Ghazal, Al Qal’a, Naser, 
Taj, Nathif, Wihdat, Al 
Jofeh. and Al Akhdar, a 
total length of 500 kilome- 
tres. 

The whole project is 
expected to cost JD24 mill- 
lion, of which, the German 
loan will cover 74 per cent. 

Jordan will later sign 
another agreement with the 
German bank for the execu- 
tion of the loan. 



Minister of Planning Rima Kbalaf-Huneidi and German Ambassador Peter Mende 
Sunday sign an agreement in which a German bank will provide a JD17.8 milli on 
loan to finance a water network for tbe capital (Petra photo) 


The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation is conducting a 
comprehensive project for 
the replacement of the 


entire water nerwork in the 
Amman region, and the 
loan agreement, signed by 
Minister of Planning Rima 


Khalaf-Huneida and Ger- 
man ambassador Peter 
Mende, will finance the sec- 
ond phase of this project. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


FILM 

* “Le Retour de Martin Guerre” at the French Cultural 
Centre. Jabal Weibdeh at 8:30 pan. 

LECTURES 

* “The Cultural Dimensions of Human Rights" (in 
Arabic) by Dr. Suleiman S weiss at the; PEN Club in 
Zarqa at 7:00 p.m. 

* “The Pros and Cons of Jordan's Economic Reform 
Programme" (in Arabic) by Mr. Wasef Azar ar Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 
p.m. 

* “The Role of Political Parties in the U.S. Political 
System" ("in Arabic) by Professor Ghada Hashem Talba- 
nii at the American Center, Abdoun at 6:00 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Graphics and oil paintings by Mu’ayyad Al A’dhumi 
at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 13. 

* Bani Hamida fall exhibition “Encounter” (displaying 
nms designed by Japanese textile designer Tomoko 
Iyoda) at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 

25 (Tel. 658696/7). . _ „ 

* Exhibition of wicker accessories from Wadi Rayan, 
handicrafts and gift items at the Jordan Rivers Designs 
showroom (Tel. 6130S1), until Nov. 23. 

* Works by Sa’ud Ibrahim entitled “The Soul Rest at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 55309S), 

U " ti Works bv Bahraini artist Sheikh Rashid Al Khalifa at 
Darar Al-Funum, Jabal Weibdeh, until Nov. 15. Also dis- 
maying a new collection of works by contemporary Arab 

artists (Tel. 643251/2). _ , 

* Paintings by Patrice Cadennec at the French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 20. 


Conference ends with suggestions to 
develop information technology in Jordan 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With the 
advent of the 21th century, 
Jordan enters tbe Informa- 
tion Age lacking both 
funding and adequate tech- 
nological know-how, said 
Mohammad Haj Hassan, 
the keynote speaker at the 
final session Sunday of the 
Informatics in Jordan con- 
ference. 

“There are two angles 
that must be bridged 
together in informatics: the 
business angle and the 
research angle. Only then 
can the Information Tech- 
nology [TT] industry thrive 
in Jordan,” Dr. Haj Has- 
san, the president of Zarqa 
Private University, said at 
the conference, which was 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre under the patronage 
of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The root of all Financial 
problems associated with 
IT industry development 
lies in overcoming the 
technological impediments 
in developing nations, 
including Jordan, stressed 
Yousef Abu Hilal, an engi- 
neer with Lhe Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) Com- 
puter Technology, Train- 


ing, and Industrial Studies 
Centre. 

“Periodic maintenance 
and upgrading should take 
the place of ‘on-the-spot’ 
maintenance,” Mr. Abu 
Hilal urged. 

Other problems include 
the lack of spare parts, 
because in Jordan, “as in 
most developing nations, 
we consume technological 
equipment but do nor pro- 
duce it,” the RSS engineer 
noLed. 

“But by far, the worst of 
our troubles are the lack of 
efficient administrators 
and technicians,” he said. 

Most maintenance crews 
are understaffed, thereby 
putting large amounts of 
pressure on crew members 
and denying them valuable 
time to attend training 
courses and increase their 
technical knowledge, Mr. 
Abu Hilal said. 

Along the same lines, 
Mr. Abu Hilal called for 
the provision of multime- 
dia-based training soft- 
ware and videotapes to 
“provide technicians work- 
ing in the field with the 
luxury of formulating their ' 
own timetables regarding 
the enhancement of their 
abilities." 

On other levels of gov- 


ernment-related IT devel- 
opment, Farid Haddadin, 
from the National Informa- 
tion Centre (NIC), said the 
centre has established 
information reservoirs 
known as Focal Points for 
the Ministry of Labour, the 
Amm an Chamber of 
Industry, and the Deport- 
ment of General Statistics. 

The establishment of 
Focal Points for other gov- 
ernment departments is on 
the way. Mr. Haddadin 
said, adding that the NIC 
aims at developing an 
Intranet, a modem-based 
network linking all public 
departments. 

Departments across the 
Kingdom will reap logisti- 
cal benefits from this 
decentralisation of infor- 
mation, Mr. Haddadin 
said. 

According to a paper 
presented by Mr. Had- 
dadin. the Intranet’s infra- 
structure needs will be 
highlighted by a feasibility 
study conducted by the 
NIC in cooperation with 
the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme, which 
will have the goal of find- 
ing a balance between eco- 
nomic development and its. 
negative effects on society 
and the environment. 


The NIC has also con- 
ducted a study, funded by 
the International Monetary 
Fund, with assistance from 
foreign specialists to form 
national IT strategies and 
policies, Mr. Haddadin 
explained. 

Academics from govern- 
ment institutions gave 
another angle. 

Jalal Oioum, from the 
Princess Sumaya Universi- 
ty College for Technology 
(PSUCT). in his lecture 
said the future of the IT 
industry in Jordan lies in 
Object Oriented Program- 
ming using the program 
Java. 

“Object Oriented Pro-, 
gramming means that Java 
applications are reusable 
and portable. Java is plat- 
form-free. meaning that 
software can be pro- 
grammed in Java under 
Windows 95, the Macin- 
tosh, or UNIX using the 
same version of Java." 

Java applications pro- 
grammed as discrete seg- 
ments, or objects, automat- 
ically link together when 
grouped thereby saving 
precious programming 
time and effort. Dr. Otoum 
said. 

Eager to digitise Jordan 
Exports Development and 


Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO) records, 
Abeer Faroun unveiled a 
projected management 
information system that 
will establish both a 
regional database and an 
on-line electronic library. 

The regional database 
aims to accommodate the 
needs of corporation 
employees, whereas the 
on-line electronic library 
will supply investors seek- 
ing potential opportunities 
in Jordan ready hands-on 
information, he said. 

RSS Engineer Daoud 
Daoud in his lecture said 
multidimensional mod- 
elled databases can display 
data in a large number of 
dimensions. 

Mr. Daoud exhibited a 
three-dimensional data- 
base showing a motor 
company’s sales, vehicle 
type, and colour, in addi- 
tion to a list of distributors. 

In his second exhibit, Mr. 
Daoud displayed the sim- 
plicity of adding a fourth 
dimension, sale by month, 
and said enhanced databas- 
ing techniques such as this 
“could easily replace rela- 
tional-structured databases 
in current use by the mar- 
ket/’ 
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Yeltsin flies to China 
to bury old rivalries 


BEIJING (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin was 
due to arrive in China 
Sunday to bury the last ves- 
tiges of border hostility and 
revive stalled trade ties. 

The Kremlin chief was 
scheduled to arrive at 1300 
GMT, and Monday Mr. 
Yeltsin and Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin sign 
a declaration on final 
demarcation of the 4.300- 
km border. 

Tuesday, Mr. Yeltsin is 
due to fly to the northeast- 
ern Chinese city of Harbin, 
once a key base for anti- 
communist Russian 
"whites" in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

Just a few miles of dis- 
puted border remain, an 
annoying reminder for both 
sides of tensions that erupt- 
ed into border clashes in 
the 1960s when Russia and 
China vied for dominance 
in the Communist world. 

Good ties with China are 
essential for Russia as it 
carves out a role as an 
Asian power. 

Although relations have 
been steadily improving 
since the late 1980s. bilat- 
eral trade has failed to keep 
pace. 

An expected two-way 
trade volume this year of 
$7 billion is reganled as 
miserably inadequate con- 
sidering the size of the two 
giant neighbours. By con- 
trast. China's trade with 


Japan last year reached $60 
billion, and S43 billion 
with the United States, 
according to Chinese fig- 
ures. 

Russian First Deputy 
Prime Minister Boris 
Nemtsov said in Beijing 
Sunday he would seek to 
kick-siart trade by promot- 
ing big-ticket projects, 
including a plan to build a 
gas pipeline from Siberia to 
China and South Korea. 

“So far we do not have a 
big enough project to 
become a kick-starter of 
practical cooperation,” he 
told reporters. "The Si 2- 
biilion pipeline project may 
certainly become one.” 

Mr. Yeltsin told reporters 
Friday that Russia and 
China “have glorious tradi- 
tions of friendship and 
common historical fates as 
well as the bitter lessons of 
disagreement and the 
invaluable experience of 
cooperation”. 

There were few visible 
signs of preparation for Mr. 
Yeltsin’s three-day visit in 
Beijing and commentaries 
in local newspapers tended 
to put it in die context of 
Mr. Jiang’s recent success- 
ful nine-day visit to the 
United States. 

“We have wonderful and 
stable political relations 
and the fact that the presi- 
dent's arrival is no sensa- 
tion is a good sign proving 
this,” said Russian parlia- 


mentarian Vladimir Lukin, 
who arrived early as part of 
Mr. Yeltsin's delegation. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Jiang 
have committed their coun- 
tries to a “constructive 
cooperation aimed at 
strategic partnership in the 
21st century", ruling out 
any close alliance similar 
to the one they had in the 
1950s. 

Mr. Jiang won agreement 
for a similar "strategic part- 
nership” with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in a 
summit in Washington at 
the end of last month. 

Both China and Russia 
advocate a “multi-polar” 
world, jargon meaning no 
single power — the United 
States — should dominate. 

Beijing views "strategic 
partnerships” as benign and 
non-threatening, replacing 
cold war era confrontation 
when the world was domi- 
nated by the united states, 
the former Soviet Union 
and China. 

Mr. Yeltsin met Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto last weekend to 
break the ice in a difficult 
relationship. 

“Russia is paying grow- 
ing attention to developing 
ties with neighbours in the 
east,” Kremlin spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky said 
last week. “The Asian 
dimension to our politics 
must be fully equal to the 
European dimension.” 


Voting starts in colourful 
Italian by-election 


ROME (R) — Voting start- 
ed Sunday in the rural 
Tucson region of Mugello 
for a bitterly fought senate 
by-election which has pitted 
a former star magistrate 
against a feisty rightist jour- 
nalist. 

In one of the roughest and 
strangest political contests 
seen in Italy for years, 
Antonio di Pietro, who 
became a folk hero for his 
anti-corruption crusade of 
the early 1990s, is standing 
for the ruling coalition of 
centre-left parties. 

He is widely expected to 
emerge as the winner when 
the polls close at 10 p.m. 
(2100 GMT), but has had to 
see off a dogged campaign 
from Giuliano Ferrara — a 
newspaper editor and for- 
mer minister in Silvio 
Berlusconi's centre-right 
1994 government. 

“I'm heading for an excit- 
ing defeat,” the corpulent 
Ferrara said last week. 

Mr. Ferrara has pursued 
Mr. di Pietro, whom he has 
branded a “peasant", for 
almost two months across 
the sleepy central Italian 
constituency in a vain effort 
to persuade his elusive rival 
to accept a head-to-head 
debate. 

Mr. di Pietro has ducked 
out of all meetings and 
accuses Mr. Ferrara of 
orchestrating a smear cam- 


paign against him. “It's not 
true that I don't want to 
meet Mr. Ferrara face to 
face. I'll meet him in court,” 
the former pTos&ritor said 
last month. 

To complicate matters, the 
government’s parliamentary 
ally, the Communist 
Reform darion Party, has dis- 
owned Mr. di Pietro. It says 
that his political sympathies 
are firmly right-wing, and 
have put forward their own 
candidate. Alessandro 
Curzi. 

But Mr. Curzi is not a 
member of the Communist 
Party, in fact he is a member 
of die largest government 
group, the Democratic Party 
of the Left (PDS), which 
fully supports Mr. di Pietro. 
In a strange twist Mr. 
Ferrara used to be a fervent 
Communist 

The ruling Olive Tree 
coalition, backed . by 
Refoundation, won the 
Mugello seat with 66 per 
cent of the vote in the 1996 
general election. A by-elec- 
tion was called when the sit- 
ting member died. 

While few people expect 
the plain-spealdng and 
hugely popular di Pietro to 
lose, all parties see the 
Mugello contest as a litmus 
test. 

“If di Pietro gets one vote 
less than his predecessor, 
then 1 think that would be a 


good result.” Refoundation 
leader Fausto Bertinorri said 
Saturday. 

Mr. di Pietro, a former 
member of the elite pool of 
“clean hands” magistrates, 
has been the scourge of Mr. 
Ferrara's dose friend 
Berlusconi, leading probes 
into the business dealings of 
the media magnate-turned 
politician. 

Mr. Ferrara charges that 
Mr. di Pietro himself suc- 
cumbed to graft while he 
was a magistrate — an alle- 
gation he denies. 

Mr. di Pietro left the mag- 
istrature in December 1994 
for reasons that have never 
fully been explained, and 
immediately faced a bar- 
rage of probes by magis- 
trates in the city of Bresda 
on suspicion of alleged 
irregularities while he was a 
prosecutor. 

Most of the cases were 
shelved and Mr. di Pietro 
joined the government last 
year as public works minis- 
ter. But he resigned after 
just six months when the 
Brescia magistrates opened 
a fresh investigation. 

That case was also 
dropped and Mr. di Pietro 
got a further boost Saturday 
when the rightist D Giomale 
daily, which is owned by 
the Berlusconi family, pub- 
licly withdrew accusations 
ir had levelled against him. 



TOKYO (R) — Eight of the 
15 women married to North 
Koreans who have returned 
to Japan for the first time in 
decades spent Sunday 
meeting family members in 
Tokyo, a Japanese Red 
Cross official said. 

“I'm so happy to meet my 
Family again.” Fuji televi- 
sion network quoted one of 
the women as saying. 

The women, aged 55 to 
84, arrived in Tokyo 
Saturday for a week-long 
reunion with their families. 
They have been barred by 
North Korea's secretive 
Communist regime from 
visiting Japan for nearly 40 
years. 

Some of the women spent 
their first full day after 
arriving in Japan strolling 
through Yoyogi Park in 
Tokyo. 

The women will spend the 
night Together in Tokyo 
Sunday, and from Monday 
they are planning to visit 
their birthplaces, meet long- 
lost relatives and pay 
respects at their ancestors' 
graves, the Red Cross offi- 
cial said. 

An estimated 1.800 
Japanese women moved 
with their spouses to North 
Korea between 1959 and 
1982. Pyongyang had long 
refused to allow the women 
to visit Japan, and the issue 
had damaged relations 
between the two countries. 

Most of the women. 


whose husbands are 
descendants of Koreans 
who moved or were 
brought to Japan before 
World War IL had not been 
heard from for years. 

Japan, which ruled Korea 
as a colony from 1910 to 
1945, established diplomat- 
ic relations with capitalist 
South Korea in 1965 but 
has yet to forge formal ties 
with the Communist north. 

North Korea’s decision in 
September to allow the 

women to visit was met by 
a Japanese offer to provide 
S27 million worth of 

humanitarian aid to 

Pyongyang to stave off 
famine in the reclusive 
Communist state. 

Tokyo had cited 
Pyongyang’s refusal to 

allow the" wives to visit 
Japan as one reason why it 
had refused to send food aid 
to ease the famine threaten- 
ing millions of North 
Koreans. 

The women's visit also 
comes ahead of a Nov. ! I- 
14 visit to Pyongyang by a 
joint delegation from the 
ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), the Social 
Democratic Party and ihe 
Sakigake Party, partners in 
the Japanese government's 
loose coalition. 

Japanese officials said 
Tokyo and Pyongyang were 
expected to restart the long- 
stalled process of normalis- 
ing their relations. 


British detectives 
to train on 
child protection 


COLOMBO (R) — 

Britain's Scotland Yard 
detectives will train police 
officers and social workers 
from Sri Lanka. India and 
Nepal on how to deal with 
child abuse cases, police 
officials said Sunday. 

Thirty delegates will 
attend the two-week train- 
ing course which starts 
Monday, officials said. 

“Our primary object is 
always to ensure the wel- 
fare of the victim. But it is 
also important to get the 
abusers convicted, to send a 
clear message that harming 
children is not acceptable 
and that those who do it will 
be punished.” detective 


Sharon Stimpson, one of 
the course trainers, said in a 
statement 

The course is organised 
and funded by the British 
government 

Human rights groups say 
poverty-stricken Sri Lanka, 
which relies on tourism as a 
main source of foreign 
exchange and employment 
has become a popular desti- 
nation for foreign pae- 
dophiles. 

The government last year 
passed tough new Jaws 
aimed at curbing paedophil- 
ia and non- government 
organisations run aware- 
ness campaigns to combat 
' the menace. 


Clinton address at gay rights gala makes history 


WASHINGTON (R) -2 
Calling for reconciliation of 
the differences that divide 
Americans, Bill - Clinton 
Saturday become the first 
sitting U.S. president to 
address a gay rights organi- 
sation. 

But outside the downtown 
hotel where the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) 
held its $250-a-person 
black-tie dinner fund raiser, 
protesters highlighted Mr. 
Clinton's checkered record 
on homosexual issues and 
registered the dismay of 
family values groups. 

Inside. Elizabeth Birch, 
executive director of HRC 
— the largest U.S. gay rights 
organisation, with 200.000 
members — and 1.500 
guests welcomed the presi- 
dent with a lengthy standing 
ovation and, punctuated his 
speech with applause. 

“President Clinton’s 
appearance here tonight is a 
powerful affirmation of the 
shared dream of equality for 
all Americans," Ms. Birch 
said. 



President Bill Clinton 
addresses a fund-raising 
dinner for a gay rights 
group (Reuter photo) 

Mr. Clinton told the audi- 
ence his vision was of one 
America in which “we come 
together across all our lines 
of difference.” 

“We also know if we're 
ever going to build one 
America, you and those you 
represent have got to be a 
part of it,” he said. “Being 


gay, the last time I looked, 
had nothing to do with read- 
ing a balance book, fixing a 
broken bone or changing a 
spark plug.” 

To three AIDS activists 
who heckled him, Mr. 
Clinton responded: “I’d 

have been disappointed if 
you weren’t here tonight. ... 
no one should be afraid to 
yell at the president” 

Whatever Mr. Clinton 
said, his mere presence ar 
the event was seen as vali- 
dating the political power of 
the gay rights movement, 
once marginalised in U.S. 
society. 

For Mr. Clinton, the 
appearance carried little or 
□o political risk, since he is 
now in his second term as 
president and highly unlike- 
ly ever to run for office 
again. 

Nevertheless. Mr. Clinton ( 
chose to avoid the contro- 
versy that greeted Vice 
President Al Gore’s praise of 
comedian Ellen Degeneres 
for revealing her sexual ori- 
entation in a widely promot- 


ed coming-out episode of 
her ABC television show. 

Mr. Gore had lauded the 
lesbian actress — who 
received an award at the 
HRC dinner — for forcing 
Americans “to look at sexu- 
al orientation in a more open 
light.” But Me Clinton made 
no mention of Ms. 
Degeneres or her situation 
comedy. “Ellen.” 

The president's attendance 
outraged conservative 
activists, who called it offen- 
sive, shocking and tragic. 

“This is a sad day for the 
presidency” Rev. Louis 
Sheldon, chairman of the 
Traditional Values Coalition, 
said. “If the American peo- 
ple are shocked by all of the 
same-sex smooching on 
television, wait until they 
see an American president 
kissing up to the wealthiest 
extremists of the amoral 
left” 

The Family Research 
Council's Robert Knight 
called Mr. Clinton's action 
“an unfortunate misuse” of 
the presidency. 


“To use the bully pulpit to 
glamorise behaviour that 
offends the values of mil- 
lions of Americans ... is a 
disservice to the American 
people,” he said. 

Outside the hotel the HRC 
event drew a wide range of 
criticism. Some picket signs 
read “Thank God for AIDS” 
and “Sodomy is no civil 
right” 

The local chapter of Act 
Up, an AIDS activism 
group, demonstrated against 
Mr. Clinton's appearance, 
angry that he had not done 
more to fight the disease or 
promote gay rights. 

During his 1992 election 
campaign, Mr. Clinton urged 
that homosexuals be allowed 
to serve openly in the mili- 
tary but laier settled for the 
policy known as “don’t ask. 
don't telL” 

He backs a proposed 
employment non-discrimi- 
nation act banning employer 
bias based on sexual orienta- 
tion but signed a law barring 
federal recognition of same- 
sex marriages. 


Australia has ‘cautious 
optimism’ on C02 pact 


Japanese wives of North Koreans walk past photogra- 
phers upon their arrival from Pyongyang to meet their 
relatives at the Tokyo airport (AFP photo) 

N. Korean wives meet 
family, relax in Tokyo 


TOKYO (Rt — Australian 
Environment Minister 
Robert Hill expressed cau- 
tious optimism Sunday on 
the potential success of a 
high-profile conference on 
global warming next 
month, but added much 
work remained to be done. 

"I think that ‘cautious 
optimism' would be the 
best way to leave the meet- 
ing. There is still a lot of 
work that needs to be done, 
(but) there was quite a lot 
of good will and a lot of 
determination to achieve a 
good outcome at Kyoto 
despite the difficulties" 
Mr. Hill told reporters. 

Ministers from 13 devel- 
oped nations and the 
European Union met 
Saturday as part of a final 
push ahead of a high-pro- 
file Dec. 1-10 climate con- 
ference in Kyoto. Western 
Japan. 

That is where nearly 170 
signatories to a 1992 
United Nations climate 
convention will seek to 
hammer out binding targets 
for developed nations to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions 
m the next century. 

Sunday, representatives 
from eight developing 
nations joined the discus- 
sions. which were to end 
later in the day. 

But neither China nor 
India, two of the world's 
five biggest emitters of 
greenhouse gases and key 
players from the develop- 
ing' world. took pan. Tt> a 
bit of a pity.” Mr. Hill said. 


Scientists say the build- 
up of carbon dioxide and 
other such gases in the 
atmosphere will alter the 
climate, causing more 
severe storms, droughts and 
floods and raising sea lev- 
els by melting pan of the 
polar ice caps. 

Negotiations to date have 
faltered on a host of prob- 
lems including two key 
issues — how high should 
industrial nations sot their 
own binding targets and 
how will poorer nations be 
brought inro the global 
warming battle. 

The European Union has 
proposed an ambitious goal 
for industrial nations of 15 
per cent cuts from 1990 
levels by 2010. but would 
allow its member states dif- 
fering goals as long as the 
EU met its overall target. 

Host country’ Japan has 
proposed a five per cent cut 
from 1990 levels as an 
average over the period 
from 200S to 2012. but 
would let nations lower tar- 
gets in certain cases and 
would not require targets to 
be fully binding. 

The United States, faced 
with a costly .campaign 
against binding targets by 
indusrry and a congress 
worried about the threat to 
jobs, has proposed devel- 
oped countries merely sta- 
bilise their emissions at 
1990 levels by 2010. 

Australia, a major energy 
producer, said last month it 
could agree in compulsory 
emissions reductions if the 


target was fair. 

It also said the nation 
could v:e 90,000 jobs at 
risk if it agreed to cut em». 
siems to 1990 levels by a 
certain date. 

Mr. Hill *aid Japanese 
media reports suggesting a 
major shift in America's, 
stance on commitments by 
developing countries to cm 
their own emissions were 
probably "a little overstat- 
ed." 

The daily Yomiuri 
Shimbun said the United 
States had agreed that a 
commitment by developing 
countries to binding targets 
is nor necessary at Kyoto, 
although Washington still 
wants the protocol to call 
for developing nations to 
take pan in future emis- 
sions reduction efforts. 

One U.S. source dubbed 
the media reports “inaccu- 
rate," while another source 
at the talks said there had 
been some move away 
from Washington's hordes 
line position. 

“They were never going 
to get thai provision (in the 
protocol).” the second 
source said. “It's a shift in 
form.” 

Developing nations have 
argued that industrialised 
nations should put their 
own houses in order before 
foisting iargets on others. 
Many fear thar industri- 
alised economies want to 
derail their development 
with tough environmental 
standards that would stran- 
gle growth. 


Australian PM threatens election 
in row over native title laws 


SYDNEY »AFP i — 

Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard warned 
Sunday he is ready to call 
an election if a hostile sen- 
ate blocks native title laws, 
u hich would clear the way 
for an early poll on the divi- 
sive issue of race. 

He also denied charge^ 
that his bill is racist, saying 
he would make no further 
substantial changes to it and 
challenging the opposition 
to cany- out its threat to 
block it in the senate where 
it holds a majority. 

The threat comes as his 
20-month-old government 
languishes in the polls 
behind the Labour opposi- 
tion after prolonged criti- 
cism of his leadership and a 
string of gaffes, ministerial 
sackings and policy rever- 
sals. 

Its relations with 
Aboriginals are at an all- 
time low after one indige- 
nous leader described the 
government last week as 
“racist scum” and another 
resigned as chairman of the 
Aboriginal Reconciliation 
Council in protest. 

But Mr. Howard dis- 
missed criticism of his lead- 
ership Sunday saying: “At 
the end of the day the 
Australian people at the 
next election will decide 
whether I’m a good or bad 
leader." 

His native title bill will 
wind back some of the 


Aboriginal land rights 
which the High Court ruled 
they should have in its so- 
calicd VVjk judgment which 
held that native title could 
co-exist with pastoral leases 
— leases granted to big 
agriculture businesses over 
vast areas of the country. 

Mr. Howard agreed the 
legislation did circumscribe 
rights which the court 
decreed Aboriginals should 
have, but told Channel 
Nine’s “Sunday" pro- 
gramme rhat parliaments 
frequently change decisions 
of the high court. 

“I put up a bill that is fair 
and balanced, in itself it is a 
compromise,” he said. 

‘it does not meet all the 
demands of the pastoral ists 
nor the demands of the 
Aborigines. I’ve been 
attacked by both sides so 
it’s probably struck the right 
balance. I’ll put it up to the 
senate. I’ll hope the senate 
passes it.” 

But he said he would not 
be intimidated by people 
calling him racist and 
indulging in what he 
described as a political 
stunt 

“What they hope to do is 
to generate an impression in 
the community' that a fair 
piece of legislation is racist 
so that pressure is put on the 
government to change. 

“Well I want to say to my 
opponents I’m not going to 
change the Wik legislation 


More Muslims join 
protests against BBC 
film on Rushdie book 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Muslim journalists joined 
protests against a Sri Lankan 
decision to allow the shooting 
here of a film based on a novel 
by controversial author 
Salman Rushdie, a spokesman 
said Sunday. 

The Sri Lanka Muslim 
Media Forum said they were 
against the move to allow the 
British Broadcasting Corp 
(BBC) to shoot the five-pan 
television movie titled 
“Salim's Story” based on 
Rushdie’s “Midnight’s 
Children.” 

“We have written to the 
president saying that the 
shooting will bring some pub- 
licity and money ro the coun- 
try but it is also going to cause 
a lot of heartburn and misun- 
derstanding," the forum’s 
Secretary N. M. Ameen said. 


Last month, when the gov- 
ernment gave the BBC^the 
green light to go ahead with 
the shooting, local govern- 
ment Minister Alavi Moulana 
who is a leading member of 
the Muslim minority here, 
said he was also opposed to 
the move. 

The producers had chosen 
this mainly Buddhist nation in 
the Indian Ocean as their loca- 
tion after they were turned 
down in neighbouring India. 

‘There may be nothing 
objectionable in the book.” 
said Mr. Moulana. “But 
Salman Rushdie is anathema 
to the Muslim community." 

The television movie is now 
due to be shot on location in 
Sri Lanka with an all Indian 
cast supported by over 100 Sri 
Lankans as extras sometime 
next vear. 


except ar the margins." 

If the senate refused to 
pass the bill new, he said he 
would present it again a 
three months and if it was 
rejected again he could call 
an election if he deemed 
that appropriate. 

He said he did not want 
that but was prepared to do 
it if necessary. “I'm deter- 
mined to get the legislation 
through." 

Denying charges by 
Aboriginals and church ’ 
leaders thar the bill is racist, 
he asked: “How can a piece 
of legislation that will still 
allow Aborigines to make 
claims on 79 per cent of the 
land mass of Australia sub- 
ject ro proper condition be 
regarded as racist? 

“I fought a pitched battle 
within my own party for 
four months because I was 
not prepared to agree to 
blanket extinguishment of 
native title.” 

Mr. Howard said instead 
of announcing after last 
December's Wik judgment 
that the government was 
going back to the original 
understanding that pastoral 
leases extinguished native 
title, he set out on a process 
of negotiation with the 
Aboriginal community. 

T have already changed 
the whole thing quite a bit 
to get the compromise 
which is now the present 
bill and it is up to the' senate, 
in my view to pass it” 

Croc attacks 
man, gets 
eyes poked 

DARWIN (R) — An AustraEan 
cattle rancher said he resorted to 
poking a crocodile in the eyes 
after it jumped cut of an outhtfi 

water hole and grabbed Iris atm 

while his friend slept Deaby 

The friend eventually wri® 
up and shot the 35 metre ao> 
odile from point blank range in 
the underbelly, a nurse who 
attended to the man’s warn* 
told local reporters. • 

The attack occurred as W 
Wilson, 36, was fetching wafcc 

“Joe said the croc was flying 

to pufl him into the waierandbe 

was on the bonk puDing-b** 
with his legs wedged irto dj 
roots of trees in a sort 
war,” the nurse said. • 

“He said he stuck Iris 
thumb imo the ore's 
that didn't seem to doa?^^ 
and fa e croc went into 
roll with his hand : 
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We have moved forward 


only by embracing change 
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Peace in two halves 

IT CAME as no surprise that the 
Palestinian-Israeli talks in Washington 
achieved nothing meaningful. Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy and 
Palestinian chief negotiator Mahmoud 
Abbas have obviously failed as projected 
earlier to bridge the major gaps between 
the two sides. The reason is clear. It can be 
found in the fact that Little has been 
achieved since the Likud-led government 
assumed power in Israel. 

That country’s prime minister, Benyamin 
Netanyahu, continues to labour under the 
grip of a minority of extremists in his gov- 
ernment; and even if he chose to be a bit 
more pragmatic or realistic in dealing with 
the Palestinians side, the make-up of his 
government would still preclude a work- 
able agenda for peace based on Oslo 
accords. Yet the Arab side, including the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA), 
must not lose sight of the fact that Israel is 
now a divided country, perhaps more so 
than any other time before. 

Ever since the assassination of the late 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at the 
hands of Jewish extremists, Israelis have 
been split down in the middle over how to 
proceed in making and consolidating peace 
with the Arab World. It would be wrong 
therefore to speak of Israel or the Israelis 
as a monolith over this issue. It may be use- 
ful, though difficult, in this regard to see 
two Israels, one that is dominated by ultra- 
religious and ultra-nationalists and anoth- 
er that is willing to work for peace and his- 
toric reconciliation in this part of the 
world. While the Arabs must consider the 
possibility of severing contacts with the 
first Israel, it must not give up on the sec- 
ond, which is trying, but not succeeding 
yet, in reversing the dangerous programme 
of the Netanyahu regime. 

The commemoration of the second 
anniversary of Rabin’s assassination has 
confirmed that the Israeli body politic is 
indeed divided and that the gaps are grow- 
ing rather than closing. The forces which 
killed him seem to be gaining the upper 
hand in murdering the peace process as 
well. Till the Israelis have another opportu- 
nity to elect a new government, the .Arab 
parties may well have to sit tight dealing 
only with that half of Israel which wants 
peace. It may not be a practical solution, 
but it is infinitely more workable than 
wasting valuable time and breath. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Arab Al Yawm's Saleh Qallab said Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein will be unaffected by a possible 
American strike on Iraqi positions as was clear from the 
results of previous strikes which failed to topple the 
Iraqi leader as Washington had hoped. The Iraqi leader- 
ship could be affected in a military confrontation 
between two armies on the ground, but definitely this 
leadership will not be changed through American rock- 
ets launched from bases thousands of miles away, said 
the wnter. Qallab said the U.S. might again resort to 
attacking Iraqi economic installations, bridges, power 
plants and other targets but all that can only result in fur- 
ther sufferings for the Iraqi people. He said since 
Washington is in no position to send armies to the 
Arabian Peninsula to launch ground attacks on Iraq and 
since it has failed to mobilise Iraqi dissidents and the 
Kurds to topple the regime in Baghdad, it is more logi- 
cal for the U.S. to tiy to reach a compromise with 
Saddam Hussein. According to Qallab, the U.S. should 
not appear as the enemy of the Iraqi people and bring 
about more sufferings to their women and children. 

Al Ra’i’s Fakhn Kawar said no woman succeeded in 
being elected to Parliament last week because Jordanian 
women were split in their allegiance and support for the 
women candidates. Jordanian women seem to have 
failed to be convinced of the need to elect women for 
several reasons despite the media campaigns launched 
by women’s groups and the funds spent on these cam- 
paigns, he said. Singling out Emily Naffaa who failed to 
win a parliamentary seat for the Third District of 
Amman, the writer said that Ms. Naffaa should have 
been supported by all the women in view of her long 
record of sacrifices and endeavours to help women 
attain equality with men and to acquire social justice and 
equal opportunities for women. Women in the Third 
District should have appreciated the services Ms. Naffaa 
had offered to Jordanian women in general but, he said. 
it seems that the women voters’ minds were influenced 
by the idea that men are more groomed for the task in 
the Lower House of Parliament 


| Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


The rules of competition in Asia j 


DESPITE THE recent problems in 
the Asian financial markets, the suc- 
cess of the so-called Asian Tigers 
has been nothing but a source of 
bewilderment to analysts and busi- 
ness people alike. Dr. Peter J. 
Williamson, a professor of interna- 
tional management at INSEAD. 
underscored in a study that 
appeared recently in the Harvard 
Business Review the uniqueness of 
business tactics in the Asian coun- 
tries and the effectiveness of their 
strategies in securing competitive 
positions, both in their domestic 
and foreign markets. 

There are eight general rules fol- 
lowed by Asian businesses which 
demonstrate how an aggressive 
economy should operate. The rules 
are: 

1 . Be the first mover Being first, 
whether in market entry or in imple- 
menting a strategy, is more impor- 
tant than being correct. Early entry 
guarantees that business costs are 
Tower and experience can be built 
early while mistakes, which may be 
many during a learning phase, can 
be corrected at an early stage and 
before they become more costly. 
Clearly this is a highly competitive 
strategy and definitely not for the 
weak- hearted. 

2. Control the supply chain of 
your product: This strategy refers to 
the ability of the firm to reduce pos- 
sible bottlenecks in the chain of 
supply. Weakening the control or 
bargaining positions of your suppli- 
ers by making them more depen- 
dent on you will allow you more 
freedom in setting your profit mar- 
gin and enable one to avoid work 
stoppages due to supply delays. A 
company that invests enough in 
controlling raw materials, interme- 
diate products, and distribution net- 
works will be able to influence its 
competitor's market and share and 
cost structure. 

3. Hold a dominant position in 
one or more industries: Many of the 
large Asian firms hold dominant 
positions in several industries: the 
Indonesian company Salim Group 
controls flour milling, cement and 


the noodle market. Companies that 
hold dominant positions in several 
areas lend to be fortified against 
incursions from other firms. 
However, with the globalisation and 
the world effectively becoming 
smaller, particularly in the move- 
ment of capital, firms need to hold 
dominant positions in specialised 
product segments in many coun- 
tries. Thus, dominance should be 
achieved in knowledge-intensive 
products and by utilising cost-effec- 
tive production methods in a large 
international market. 

4. Integrate vertically and expand 
horizontally: Asian firms tend to 
control all market operations relat- 
ing to their products including the 
marketing networks which tradi- 
tionally used to be particularly 
weak in this pan of the world. 
Jordanian firms should follow suit 
because the marketing chain is 
probably one of the weakest links in 
the product cycle. 

3. Support the host government's 
goals: Asian companies tend to pro- 
vide financial and technical support 
to host governments, thereby creat- 
ing goodwill and primacy over their 
Western competitors. * especially 


As old family 
businesses give 
way to more 
complex and 
widely dispersed 
business empires, 
a new style of 
organisation is 
being born. 


with the public sectors of cash- 
strapped developing countries. At 
the domestic level, this type of 
action encourages public-private 
partnership — a must for success in 


I 

the home market between two enii- > 
ties that need never be rivals or at ; 
odds w ith each other. 

6. Make sure that your company is ‘ 
organised "like a network of per- 
sonal computers”: As old family 1 
businesses give way to more com- . 
plex and widely dispersed business ; 
empires, a new style of organisation ; 
is being bom. Information cornice- • 
tivity among the various compo- j 
nents of the enterprise, regardless of ; 
how far flung from each they are. is j 
shared on continuous bases by 
strategic business units which have j 
independent responsibilities and : 
capabilities behave as inde- : 
pendent profit centres). By main- j 
raining full multilateral communi- ! 
cations, every pan of the company ; 
has to continuously prove its excel- ! 
lence. 

7.Stress commercialisation: Asian i 
companies have been successful at ; 
bringing pioneer technologies into | 
development and production at a [ 
very low cost. This is probably j 
more important in the business : 
supremacy game than creating the i 
invention itself. Once standards are j 
set, the firm must be able to develop i 
a leading edge product at a lower j 
cost than its competitors. j 

8. Always be on the ball when it j 
comes to learning: To be able to w in j 
markets fast, the firm must be able j 
also to quickly master new skills : 
and understand new production or 
servicing technologies. One is never 
too old To leam. and that is why the 
learning capacities of companies 
must remain young and enhanced. J 

The Asian saga is still unfolding ! 
with many of the lessons that could i 
be taught from it subject to further j 
critique and review. However, the ! 
present title of Asian Tigers correct- 
ly depicts this fast moving and 
fiercely competitive group. Could 
lessons be learnt at the local level? 
Who knows! There is a Chinese 
proverb that says: "In lime even 
grass becomes milk. " Hopefully the 
lessons will be learnt quickly as in 
the case of the Asian competitors. 


Deadlier than the male 


By G Wynne Dyer 

“LADIES AND gentlemen. I stand before you tonight, 
in my red chiffon evening gown, my face softly made 
up, my fair hair gently waved... the Iron Lady of the 
Western world." 

— Margaret Thatcher, London. 1976 

MARGARET THATCHER. Golda Meir, Tansu Ciller, 
even Indira Gandhi... Why are so many women who 
win power at the national level spectacularly hard 
and uncompromising? You can be banished from 
polite society these days for suggesting that the 
female is deadlier than the male, but in politics it is 
the plain truth. 

Take Jenny Shipley, soon to become New Zealand’s 
first woman prime minister. The coup in which she 
ousted Prime Minister Jim Bolger as leader of the 
ruling National Party was a classic act of political 
treachery: she collected 
signatures of support 
while Bolger was away in 
Scotland at the 
Commonwealth confer- 
ence. and bluntly told him 
he was finished when he 
came home. She even 
looked like she enjoyed 
doing it. 

“Jenny can tell you in 
wonderful warm tones 
how she’s going to gar- 
rotte you and disembowel 
you and throw your 
intestines over her left 
shoulder,” remarked 
Michael Laws, a member of parliament for the New 
Zealand First Party, the smaller partner in the gov- 
erning coalition. “Frankly, if I wanted somebody to 
bring a human face to the Spanish Inquisition, I 
would choose Jenny.” 

Even after you’ve made the necessary allowances 
for jealousy and anti-female prejudice among her 
colleagues, there is still something flinty and dog- 
matic beyond the political norm in Jenny Shipley's 
behaviour. Deliberately so. one suspects. 

When she was social welfare minister in an earlier 
National Party government in 1990. she cut benefits 
in New Zealand's once lavish welfare system by up 
to 25 per cent. She was burned in effigy in the streets 
for that, but gloried in the notoriety. She went on to 
become health minister in 1993. and immediately did 
the same slash-and-bum job there. 

Most recently, as minister of transport and women’s 
affairs, she even tried to force farmers to pay for the 
upkeep of rural roads themselves through a toll sys- 
tem. She was not just “the toughest man in the 
Cabinet." as someone memorably observed about 
Margaret Thatcher. Like Thatcher, she positively rev- 
elled in that role, and deliberately adopted it as her 
public image. 

It worked brilliantly. A$ soon as Jim Bolger has 
filled a couple of outstanding commitments, Jenny 
Shipley will replace him as party leader and prime 
minister. She will be the first woman ever to govern 
the country that, a centurv aso, was the first to give 
women the vote. And she is" so tough that she eats 
babies for breakfast. 

Why do so many of the women who succeed in win- 
ning and wielding power at the national level play 
the ‘hard man’? The total numbers are too small to 


make good statistics, but they certainly suggest that 
politics at the more exalted levels positively encour- 
ages the rise of women whose public persona has all 
the warmth and charm of a contract killer. 

Even at the very top. many women politicians do 
not present this image, but a startlingly large number 
do. And since these are intelligent people who are 
professionals in the image game, one presumes that 
they see some advantage in doing so. 

This is not to suggest that people like Margaret 
Thatcher and Jenny Shipley, beneath their tough 
exteriors, are really sweet and simple women. It is 
just to give them credit for being intelligent human 
beings, masters of their craft, who would hide their 
toughness if it paid politically to do so. Plainly, it 
does not. 

But what possible advantage could there be in 
being seen as a tough, unfeeling, ruthless pit-bull of 
a politician? 

Very little, if you happen 
to be a male politician in a 
country at peace. But if 
you are a senior female 
politician with ambitions 
to climb to the very top of 
the greasy pole, then 
toughness may be an 
essential pan of your 
credibility, proof that you 
are not just a ‘typical’ 
woman, all woolly warmth 
and sympathy. 

There are many excep- 
tions to this rule, of 
course. Over half the 
women who have made it 
to the rank of national leader in democratic countries 
did not do so entirely under their own steam. They 
were either compromise candidates who were briefly 
put into office to take the blame for a worn-out gov- 
ernment — Canada’s former prime minister Kim 
Campbell and France’s Edith Cresson both fir that 
paradigm — or else their power is essentially hered- 
itary. 

At first glance, for example, it seems odd that all 
four major countries of South Asia have elected one 
or several women leaders, while none of the four 
biggest industrialised countries have. Are Indians. 
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Sri Lankans that much 
more sophisticated than Americans. Russians. 
Japanese and Germans? 

Not at all. The Indian subcontinent has a unique 
record in terms of electing women leaders precisely 
because it consists of countries that have spent 50 
years trying to be democratic (with varying success) 
without the normal infrastructure of a developed 
economy and all-pervasive mass media. So the voters 
sought and found families, political dynasties, to 
give their loyalties to — and members of those 
dynasties could get elected regardless of sex. 

In the biggest industrialised democracies, by con- 
trast. it is virtually impossible for a woman to get 
elected president or prime minister, t Americans 
might manage it one of these days, but I wouldn t 
hold mv breath.) 

And in middle and smaller industrialised countries, 
many of which have had one woman leader by now. 
the price of power is still very often that the woman 
prove herself to be more ‘masculine than her male 
rivals. While the Tony Blairs and Bill Clintons can be 
as caring and vulnerable as they like. 


... if you are a senior female 
politician with ambitions to 
climb to the very top of the 
greasy pole, then toughness 
may be an essential part of your 
credibility, proof that you are not 
just a ‘typical’ woman, all woolly 
warmth and sympathy. 


\ Human Rights File ■ 

i Minorities: according ; 
| equal treatment 

1 . 

By Waleed M. Sadi 

! WE HAVE been allocating some ethnic anJ religious : 
j minorities quota seats in Parliament but not ail. Jordan : 
j has more than Christian. Circassian and Chechen miilori- ; 
i tics who have not been accorded an 'equal" treatment : 

! with the three viable minorities in our miilM. Wtf have. 

| for example, sizeable Kurdish and Armenian communi- 
i ties who have been denied equal treat merit with the three 
major minority groups. If we chose this tortuous path uf ! 
i providing minorities with parliamentary representations. , 
j why confine this endeavour to only three groups of peo- : 

■■ pie. After all we have only 25.1 HK) Circassians and even : 

I a lesser number of Chechens. Why not then give the rust 
} of the minorities a similar treatment under the law. 
i Yet this is the crux of the issue. For starters. I belie'. e : 

! that the equality clause in our Constitution precludes 
i making distinctions between citizen'* on the basis of clh- ! 
j nic nr religious grounds. Our international treaty obliga* ’ 
i lions which are binding on us also forbid according ; 
j minorities quota seats in parliaments. The international • 

; jurisprudence on this issue is clear. Only when the size of ! 

I a given ethnic minority is so large as to u arrant granting : 
j it self-rule, can such a minority elect its own representa- j 
| lives to its own parliament. In such a situation, only the ■ 
members of the minority group themselves elect their \ 
representatives and not the members of the majority pop- | 
ulation. ' 

Accordingly the manner we conduct national elections i 
is questionable on four basic grounds: I ) Not all minori- ' 
ties are enjoying equal treatment. 2i Voters from outside j 
the minority groups elect representatives of minorities, i 
i 3) Religious minorities do not enjoy a quota sear crileri- f 
on under international norms. 4j Small ethnic minority j 
groups are not entitled to a seat quota under our existing i 
system of elections. ; 

Bui this is not all. If we chose to disregard the j 
Constitutional and international constraints and persist in I 
following the ongoing path of minority quota system, it j 
would become necessary to adopt a special legislation to ! 
define and identify who is a Circassian and Chechen for 1 
example. We would not have trouble identifying mem- 1 
bers of the Christian faith but we certainly lack coherent ! 
guidelines to define who is a Circassian, for example. ; 
Admittedly we have w hat I may call folkloric guidelines ] 
j on w ho is an Arab Jordanian and who is not but these cri- 
I teria are by no means sufficiently clear for legal purpos- j 
j es. This leads me to the conclusion that this new i 3th j 
Parliament must not only review the existing controver- ! 
j stes connected with minority quota seats when it con-rid- i 
ers amendments to the current election law. but must also j 
articulate a special law on who is and who is not a ! 
Circassian. The absurdity of any such legislative exer- | 
cise. though, is clear enough. The minute we legislate j 
into law such classification of Jordanians, we would end ! 
up adding to national identity cards not only the gender | 
of the people but also their faith and ethnic origin. I | 
doubt that we want to go to that extent in subdividing cit- . 
izens into separate groups. 

Identifying members of ethnic groups is nevertheless 
no easy exercise. The task of legislating on the subject 
becomes necessary when there are legal implications as 
indeed is the case with minority quota seat system for 
election purposes. In Canada for example, where native 
Indians hav e a certain degree of autonomy, ihe Canadian 
jurisprudence on the subject of who is and who is not a 
native Indian was not developed overnight. There was a 
time when a native Indian woman would lose her status 
, if she married a non-native Indian Canadian. A male 
native Indian, on the other hand, did not lose his identity 
when marrying a non-Indian Canadian. Due to the inter- 
vention of the U.N. Human Rights Committee which 
monitors the application of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), this discrimination 
against women was ruled illegal. Ottawa amended its law 
accordingly in due course in deference to the interna- 
tional jurisprudence on the subject. 

Accordingly we must not assume that the determina- 
tion of who is and who is not a member of a minority is 
all that simple. Above all there is no escape from the 
requirement for a special law on the subject. Of course 
we can avoid all this legal mess and the myriad of con- 
troversies if w'e simply eliminate altogether minority 
seat quotas from our election law. Otherwise we risk 
flouting international norms as well as our own organic 
law. 


LETTERS 

So ashamed! 


To the Editor: 

I AM a 1 3-year-old student of the Amman Baptist 
School and also a student of the National Music 
Conservarory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation and a 
member of its orchestra. 

I recently had the honour to participate in two con- 
certs with the visiting Hanover Boys Choir, one on 
Thursday. October 30. which was very successful, and 
on the morning of Nov. 1, which was a performance 
for schools. The schools who attended the morning 
performance were all private schools in Amman, but to 
my great shame behaved so badly that for the first time 
in my life I was ashamed to be a Jordanian. The school 
students screamed and whistled as if they were in a 
football match and talked and laughed throughout the 
whole performance. I don’t know what kind of 
impression these visitors would take home with them, 
ot their visit to Amman. I wonder how we Jordaniatfi*. 
would feel if people laughed at our folk dancing 
troupe or Arab music ensemble when they travel - to’- 
European countries. 

The choir of 62 boys was accompanied by one direct 
tor and two assistants, and during the rehearsals we. 
had with them before the concerts, the director never 
had to repeat his instructions twice, maybe we should 
take a lesson from them! 

J fear that there will not be much more “close and 
fruitful cooperation between Jordan and other coun- 
tries. at least on □ cultural level, if parents and teach- 
ers do not help improv e the manners of their children 
and students. 

Beisan Elias 
Amman 
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® : acc °r5ita History says the Palestinians are 
treatment the original inhabitants of Palestine 
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By Pascal B. Karmy 

THE LONDON Times recently pub- 
lished an interview with Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, founder of Hamas. He made 
some statements about the establish- 
ment of the Palestine state in the whole 
0 f Palestine, the ultimate extinction of 
the state of Israel, the alleged historic 
right of the Jews in Palestine and their 
claim to taJce any land in Palestine to 
live in. He described this historic risht 
as heresy and illogical because if this 
principle were to be applied anywhere 
in the world it would be turned upside 
down and create the most dangerous 
and explosive of situations. 

Sheikh Yassin added that the Jews 
were not indigenous of our region and 
did not exist here when the Arabs came 
to Palestine in 638 AD. 

Let us try to elaborate on Sheikh 
Yassin’s statements from the historical 
point of view. There is an ingrained tra- 
ditional belief in the Western world that 
Palestine was a land of the Jews. This 
belief arises from the wrong interpreta- 
tion of the Old Testament of the Bible 
which is in fact a mixture of legend, 
history and mythology. In ancient times 
the Palestine which we know was 
inhabited by the Canaanites and other 
indigenous inhabitants. In effect the 
Canaanites gave the country its early 
name as the Land of Canaan. In addi- 
tion to the Canaanites there were the 
Philistines (from whom the name of 
Palestine was subsequently derived), 
the Phoenicians, the Arameans, the 
Jebusites and the Moabites. 

According to traditional history 
Hebrew tribes emigrated from Chaldea 
(present day Iraq) to the Land of 
Canaan about the year 1730 BC. But 
they did not establish themselves in the 
Land of Canaan as they moved on to 
Egypt where they lived under the rule 
of the Pharaohs. Centuries later the 
Hebrews left Egypt and wandered in 
the desert for several years. About 1200 
BC their descendants invaded the Land 
of Canaan under the leadership of 
Joshua the son of Nun. 

Fora long-time after the invasion, the 
Hebrews (or the Israelites as they were 
later called ) did not have either a king- 
dom or a central government. They 
were rnled by the Judges. It was only in 
the year 1000 BC that King David con- 
quered Jerusalem from the Jebusites 
and established a Jewish kingdom in 
part of Palestine. One may ask what 
happened to the Canaanites and the 
other indigenous inhabitants in the 
wake of the Israeli invasion. It seems 
from the Book of the Judges in the Old 
Testament that the Israelis cohabited 
and even merged with the indigenous 
inhabitants and even worshipped their 
gods (Chapter three, verses 5. 6 & 7 of 
the Book of Judges). 

The kingdom of David and his son 
Solomon did not last more than 100 
years. After Solomon’s death the king- 
dom was split into the kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah. The first was 
destroyed by the Assyrians in 721 BC, 
and its people were carried off into 
oblivion. And the latter was destroyed 
by the Babylonians in 5S7 BC and its 
people were carried into captivity to 
Babylon. 

When the latter kingdom was con- 
quered by the Persian Cyrus in 539 BC. 
be allowed the Jews to return to Pales- 
tine. However not all of them returned, 
but those who did lived under the Per- 
sian rule. 

In 332 BC Alexander the Great con- 
quered Palestine and the Greeks occu- 
pied until 63 BC. In 70 AD under the 
Roman Emperor Titus and in 132 AD 
under the Roman Emperor Hadrian the 
lewish insurrections were crushed, and 
the Jews were either killed or dispersed 
and Solomon’s Temple was completely 
destroyed. Even the name of Jerusalem 
was changed into Aelia Capitolina. 

Thus as from 132 AD the Jewish peo- 
ple ceased to exist in Palestine. After 
the Romans, came the Byzantines in 
Constantinople (present day Istanbul) 
who ruled Palestine from 395 to 611 
AD, and the Persians came again and 
ruled it from 611 to 628 AD, and again 
came the Byzantines who ruled from 
628 to 637 AD. Id 638 AD the Muslim 
Arabs occupied Palestine under the 
Caliph Omar Ibn A1 Khattab. The Cru- 
saders invaded Palestine and estab- 
lished the Latin Kingdom in 1100 AD. 
Then the Ottoman Turks ruled Palestine 
from 1517 to 1917. 


It can be seen from Lhe above histori- 
cal synopsis that the Jewish existence 
in Palestine ended in 587 BC and from 
that date until the 20lh century, that is a 
period of about 24 centuries. Palestine 
was ruled first by pagans then by the 
Christians and lastly by the Arabs and 
Muslims. It is clear that the Jewish 
occupation of Palestine was simply an 


The Palestinians are the 
earliest original 
inhabitants of Palestine - 
The Arabs are a 
pre-isiamic people. 
They lived in Palestine 
and other parts of the 
Middle East before the 
advent of Islam. 

Henry Cattar 


episode and nothing more in the history 
of Palestine. It is similar to any other 
episode of conquest achieved by other 
invaders of Palestine. It is also clear 
that the Palestinians are the descen- 
dants of the original inhabitants namely 
the Canaanites. Philistines, Arameans 
and Jebusites although they were later 
Arabised or converted to Islam. The 
Jews were not the original inhabitants. 

The late Henry Cattan author of 
“Palestine and International Law” 
observes that: “There is an error of a 
current misconception that the Pales- 
tinians were the invaders of Palestine 
during the Arab Muslim occupation of 
Palestine in the seventh century. This is 
not historically correct. The Palestini- 
ans are the earliest original inhabitants 
of Palestine. The Arabs are a pre-Islam- 
ic people. They lived in Palestine and 
other pans of the Middle East before 
the advent of Islam. In fact the number 
of the invaders at the time of the Mus- 
lim Arab conquest in the 7th century 
was small, and they were assimilated 
by the indigenous inhabitants...” 

The French Jewish professor and Ori- 
entalist Maxime Rodinson points out in 
his book "Israel et les Arabes.” that the 
Arab population of Palestine was native 
in all the senses of the word. The Pales- 
tinians of today are the descendants of 
the Philistines, the Canaanites and 
other early tribes which inhabited the 
country. Professor Rodinson adds that 
the Palestinians have lived in Palestine 
since the dawn of history and their set- 
tlement in Palestine can be traced back 
at least 40 centuries. 

Of course there were infusions of 
other racial origins into the Palestine 
stock. But this Palestinian stock which 
comprises both Muslims and Christians 
continued to constitute the main ele- 
ment of the population until the major- 
ity of the original inhabitants were dis- 
placed by the Jews in 1948. 

Lastly ' history tells us that when 
Caliph Omar entered Jerusalem in 638 
AD there were no Jews at all in the city, 
and there was no trace of a temple. 
Patriarch Sophronios welcomed the 
caliph in Jerusalem and accompanied 
him to the place which had been visited 
by the Prophet Mohammad on his noc- 
turnal journey to heaven. The esplanade 
of the place from which the Prophet 
ascended to heaven had been aban- 
doned and there was no trace at all of 
Jewish vestiges. Caliph Omar had it 
cleaned and ordered sanctuaries of 
prayer worthy of the place’s holiness to 
be built. The construction of A1 Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of the Rock were 
subsequently completed under the 
Umayyad Caliphs of Damascus. 

All the above support Sheikh Yassin's 
statements that the Jews did not exist as 
inhabitants of our region, and there 
were no Jews in Palestine when the 
Arabs came to Palestine in 638 AD. 
This brief review of Palestine’s history 
may be considered antiquated and may 
have been overcome by modern and 
current events. Nevertheless it serves to 
rebut the allegations of some Israelis 
and Israeli parties that the Palestinians 
are Bedouin Arabs who came from the 
Arabian desert and should return there. 
It also helps to place the historical con- 
nection of the Jews with Palestine in its 
true perspective. 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 10, 1997 


Regent urges MPs to dedicate efforts to serving country 


(Continued from page 1) 
serious action in areas 
which can serve the nat- 
ional interest." 

Referring to the qualifi- 
cations of the new 
deputies Prince Hassan 
said: “Some sceptics in 
this country of whom 
some have boycotted the 
elections described the 
new Parliament as a tribal 
council or a council of 
village chieftains but I 
would like to point out the 
figures speak for them- 
selves. The number of 
engineers in the 1993 Par- 
liament was six but the 
13th Parliament groups 14 
engineers. The physicians 
in the former Parliament 
were 1 1 while in the 1 3th 
Parliament they are 15. 
The 13th Parliament 
includes university gradu- 
ates with doctorate 
degrees and others who 
graduated from different 
institutes of learning.” 

Referring to the majori- 
ty of the new deputies, he 
said that all the elected 
members have shouldered 
certain responsibilities 
either within the Jordan- 


ian Armed Forces or in 
public work and I am con- 
fident that you will pursue 
and complete the work of 
the former parliaments. 

“From this place, we 
would like to affirm the 
importance of work on 
public issues and the pur- 
suit of efforts in conjunc- 
tion with Arab and inter- 
national parliaments to 
serve our nation. We must 
also underline the impor- 
tance of dealing with the 
economic situation,” said 
the Crown Prince. 

“I would like to refer to 
recent remarks by King 
Hussein that we are in the 
process of enacting a 
modem elections law.~But 
this does not mean that 
the present law does not 
help us attain our aspired 
goals but that the new law 
will be another step 
towards attaining a better 
situation in all Helds,” 
said the Crown Prince. 

Referring to the opposi- 
tion groups in the country. 
Prince Hassan said: "We 
respect constructive oppo- 
sition which places 
national interests above 


all considerations. How- 
ever, those who assume 
the role of opposition as a 
profession are going 
astray and the days ahead 
will reveal that they are 
opposing the aspirations 
of the future because Jor- 
dan’s interests require 
openness and objectivity.” 

“These people are trying 
to place the stick in the 
spokes of the wheels of 
development, progress 
and construction. Such 
act, under the present cir- 
cumstances, can never 
serve the nation but can 
lead to weakness. We 
must stand together, one 
hand, one heart with a 
united will to overcome 
all forms of weaknesses,” 
said Prince Hassan. 

Referring to the voting 
on Nov. 4, Prince Hassan 
said: “Some foreign 

media reports have report- 
ed a low turnout com- 
pared with the former 
elections but these reports 
were designed to create 
suspicion and scepticism 
rather than giving infor- 
mation. We would like to 
tell the foreign media that 


their reports were about 
the indifference displayed 
by certain groups in our 
society, especially in 
Amman where these 
groups did not exercise 
their right to voting. This 
situation brings to my 
mind legislation in mod- 
em and developed nations 
where voting is compul- 
sory.” 

"We can say that the rale 
of voting reflected the 
true and bright image of 
our country," said the 
Crown Prince. 

"If we want to chart a 
strategy for the future 
years in order to reform 
the public sector, we must 
include in that strategy 
certain elements for 
adjusting the private and 
public sectors and the leg- 
islative and executive 
authorities. I hope that 
substantial issues will be 
discussed through debates 
in Parliament," added 
Prince Hassan. 

He said: "The state has 
no particular political 
party because Jordan's 
pluralism has not yet 
reached that stage and we 


hope to see a continuous 
process of transparent 
interaction between the 
ruler and the ruled. 1 
would like to stress that 
we are all equal in rights 
and duties and we, as a 
united family, should pur- 
sue continuous work for 
the good of the country 
and the future genera- 
tions.” 

He said the political 
groups and parties which 
absented themselves from 
the elections succeeded 
only in obstructing their 
own path. "1 call on all 
those who boycotted the 
elections to think objec- 
tively and positively, 
away from media slogans, 
to get involved iu the 
development of the coun- 
try within the overall 
framework because the 
coming stage is a serious 
one indeed.” 

The Crown Prince con- 
cluded by saying: "1 hope 
all citizens will have the 
feeling that they all shoul- 
der the responsibility of 
participating in the deci- 
sion-making process.” 


U.N. envoys prepare Iraq report for Security Council; Aziz off to U.S. 


(Continued from page 1) 

path will lead to nothing.” 

‘We have to choose 
between sacrifice or slav- 
ery.” he added. 

Iraq Sunday banned Amer- 
ican arms inspectors for the 
seventh consecutive day 
from entering Iraqi sites and 
said anti-aircraft systems 
were on alert to shoot down 
“any hostile taiget”. 

“Four [UJ4. arms] teams 
halted their work today after 
the Iraqi authorities in the 
sites told them the Americans 
were not allowed to take 
part” the official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said. 

U.N. envoys were due here 
Sunday to finalise a report 
for the UJ4. chief on Bagh- 
dad talks that tailed to per- 
suade Iraq to drop an expul- 
sion threat against U.S. arms 
inspectors. 

The arrival of the three 
envoys at U.N. headquarters 
in New York comes as the 
U.N. Security Council is 
preparing to react to Iraq’s 
continued defiance of the 
UJ4. weapons inspectors, 
following a briefing on Mon- 
day from Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

As the war of words 
between the Iraq and the 
United States escalated Sat- 
urday, Iraqi officials for the 
sixth straight day turned back 
UJ4. inspection teams that 
include U.S. nationals. 

U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) Chairman 

Richard Butler ordered the 
inspectors, who are attempt- 
ing to verify the dismantling 
of all Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction, to go out to sites 
again on Sunday, his 
spokesman Ewe Buchanan 
said. __ 

Iraqi Deputy Premier Tareq 
Aziz is meanwhile expected 
in Paris on Sunday with a 
delegation on the way to 
New York to lobby Security 
Council members after 
accusing UNSCOM’s U.S. 
members of spying for 
Washington. 

Mr. Butler has dismissed 
the accusations as "non- 
sense." 

But Mr. Aziz Saturday reit- 
erated Baghdad’s threat to 
shoot down any UJ4. arms- 
monitoring LI-2 flights flown 
by U.S. pilots. CNN televi- 
sion reported. 

“We are in a dark tunnel," 


CNN quoted Mr. Aziz as 
saying. 

“We will not retreat from 
our position unless the world 
listens to what we have to 
say and makes changes to the 
way these arms inspections 
are continued.” 

He added that if there was 
no change, the Iraqi threat to 
expel Americans working 
with UNSCOM would go 
ahead. CNN said. 

Under the terms of the 
ceasefire endin g the 1991 
Gulf war that evicted Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait, trade 
sanctions against Iraq can 
only be lifted when the U.N. 
weapons inspectors are satis- 
fied that all Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction have been 
dismantled. 

Western diplomats said the 
U.S. bad granted visas to Mr. 
Aziz’s seven-man delegation 
which includes General Hus- 
sain Mohammad Amin, 
director of the national mon- 
itoring directorate, who deals 
with UNSCOM on a day-to- 
day basis in Baghdad. 

The delegation also 
includes Oil Minister Amr 
Rashid. General Amr A1 
Saadi who works in Presi- 
dent Saddam's office and 
senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial Ryad A1 QaysL 

Iraq is asking few an open 
meeting of the 15 -member 
UJN. Security Council which 
would allow Mr. Aziz to pub- 
licly air Iraq’s grievances on 
the arms inspections next 
week. 

The Iraqi delegation is due 
to arrive in New York on 
Monday. 

But the United Slates, 
which has veto power in the 
council, is expected to be 
hostile to such an event, and 
a U.S. diplomat commented 
that Mr. Aziz had already 
expressed his views at a 
Baghdad news conference 
Friday. 

UJ4. spokesman Fred Eck- 
hard said Mr. Annan's 
envoys, Lakhdar Brahimi of 
Algeria, Jan Eliasson of 
Sweden and Emilio Carde- 
nas of Argentina would 
finalise their report on Sun- 
day and discuss it with Mr. 
Arman before he goes ro the 
Security Council. 

Mr. Annan is due back 
Sunday from Venezuela after 
cutting short a visit by one 
day. 

They are also to hand over 
a letter to Mr. Annan from 


Saddam, who is refusing to 
drop a threat Fust issued on 
Cka. 29 to expel the U.S. 
nationals working for 
UNSCOM. Iraq blames 
Washington for delays in lift- 
ing the seven-year old sanc- 
tions. 

Mr. Eliasson said in Stock- 
holm on Saturday that “the 
international community 
must be very carefuL” 

"We are facing an escala- 
tion which, at worst, could 
lead to an armed conflict 
resulting in enormous suffer- 
ing,'’ he said. 

At the Security Council, 
the first move is expected to 
be discussion of U.S. propos- 
als to implement a threatened 
travel ban a gains t specific 
Iraqi officials blamed for 
obstructing the UJ4. inspec- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, The ruling 
Baath Party newspaper A1 
Thawra said anti-aircraft 
weapons were on alert a day 
before U.S. U-2 spy planes 
used in United Nations arms 
monitoring were to resume 
flights over Iraq. 

Referring to the possibility 


of a U.S. strike against Iraq, 
the paper said: 

“In the light of this possi- 
bility and precaution, Iraq 
has put its air defensive sys- 
tems on alert to shoot at any 
hostile target that may appear 
in Iraqi spaces whatever its 
kind and nationality.” 

A spokesman for Iraq's 
ministry of culture and infor- 
mation condemned what he 
called hints by the U.S. 
administration that force 
might be used against Iraq. 

“The United States has led 
to the recent tension between 
Iraq and the [UJ4.] Special 
Commission 

(UNSCOMj.Jn order to 
provide, a pretext for a mili- 
tary aggression,” said the 
spokesman in remarks quot- 
ed by newspapers. 

The papers also attacked 
the chief UJ4. arms inspec- 
tor, Richard Butler, accusing 
him of siding with the United 
States to step up the dispute 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations over the American 
monitors, whom Iraq has 
accused of spying. 

“Butler is deliberately 


working to blow up a hot cri- 
sis. -.through provoking Iraq 
and ordering U-2 planes to 
fly in order to create a mili- 
tary confrontation allowing 
America to commit a new 
aggression,” said the govern- 
ment newspaper A1 
Jumhouriya. 

China, Russia and France 
abstained in an Ocl 23 vote 
on the additional sanctions. 
The three countries believe 
that Iraq is already “saturat- 
ed” with sanctions. 

Western diplomats said 
Saturday that France has not 
ruled out the imposition of 
new measures against Iraq, 
but wanted to digest die 
envoys’ report first 

Russia again warned on 
Saturday against any unilat- 
eral use of force, referring to 
a possible U.S. military' 
threaL 

U.N. sources said that Mr. 
Butler has rejected calls to 
keep U.S. members out of 
the U.N. teams temporarily, 
fearing that Iraq would 
exploit the move to say that 
cooperation with UNSCOM 
is possible without the U.S. 


Close to 100 killed in Kurdish fighting 


(Continued from page 1) 

and armoured vehicles to 
support the major offensive 
by the KDP. 

Turkish forces have been 
fighting in northern Iraq 
alongside the KDP since 
September 23. Turkey says 
its operations are only tar- 
geted against the PKK, 
which has been fighting for 
independence or autonomy 
for Turkey's Kurds since 


1984 and has bases in 
northern Iraq. 

A Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry statement Saturday 
said that collaboration 
between the PUK and PKK 
had “enabled the PKK to 
take control of several 
zones along the ceasefire 
line” and that PKK forces 
were preparing to spend the 
winter there. 

The PUK and KDP have 
jointly controlled a large 


swathe of northern Iraq 
since the Kurdish uprising 
against Baghdad in the 
aftermath of the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

But their joint rule broke 
down in May 1994 follow- 
ing disputes over power 
sharing and the allocation 
of customs revenues levied 
on the Turkish border. 

An estimated 3,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in the 
ensuing conflict. 


Blair statement suggests Britain 
would join air strikes against Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

scheduled to deliver at a 
banquet in London Mon- 
day. 

"This government’s 
determination to stand firm 
against a still dangerous 
dictator is unshakeable,” 
Mr. Blair adds in the pre- 
pared text. "We face anoth- 
er critical test of interna- 
tional resolve." 

He added that only when 
the inspections, including 


by “our U.S. allies.” had 
been carried out could the 
question of lifting sanctions 
be considered. 

Iraq says the American 
inspectors are spies trying 
to prolong economic sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
which led to the Gulf war. 

Earlier, defence secretary 
George Robertson said Mr. 
Hussein had managed in 
the latest crisis to alienate 
Russia and France, “two of 


those who were perhaps 
least hostile to him.” 

Mr. Robertson, who was 
in Moscow last week and 
also met the French defence 
minister in London Friday, 
acknowledged differences 
over the timing of lifting 
sanctions. 

The French and the 
British were absolutely 
united about the fact that he 
was flouting world op in- 
ion. ..although there were 
some differences of opinion 
about what might happen if 
he continued down that 
road,” said Mr. Robertson. 
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JEDCO to set up marketing 
arm for Jordanian 
industries this month 


Jordan wins $1.7m contracts 
to export products to Iraq 



By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special 10 ihe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The “Jordan 
Trade House" is the name 
of the new company that 
the Jordan Export Develop- 
ment and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCO) 
will be launching with 
other private sector busi- 
nesses during the first quar- 
ter of 199Sr JEDCO Pro- 
motion Director Bashar 
Khasawneh told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

Mr. Khasawneh said the 
company will be registered 
this month at the Ministry 
of Industry. Trade and Sup- 
ply with a capital of JD1 
million spread among a 
number of companies, 
industries and exporting 
entities. 

The JEDCO official 
explained that the Jordan 
Trade House will specialise 
in marketing various Jor- 
danian products and ser- 
vices as well as promoting 
tourism for the Kingdom. 

He added that the idea of 
establishing the Jordan 
Trade House has been trig- 
gered by the need for a spe- 


cialised export organisation 
for the Jordanian industrial 
sector. According to Mr, 
Khasawneh. many industri- 
al companies have shown 
interest in becoming share- 
holders in the Jordan 
Trade House because such 
an entity will lift their bur- 
den for marketing and 
enable them to concentrate 
more on quality issues. 

The starting capital was 
completely covered by the 
shareholders, mainly con- 
sisting of a number of com- 
panies, industries and 
exporting entities, he said 

The Jordan Trade House 
will not be a substitute for 
the trade centres, but it will 
help support and comple- 
ment them, said Mr. Kha- 
sawneh. 

He elaborated that the 
government’s role will be 
lessened in promoting Jor- 
danian products, although 
the government will still 
have its role in promoting 
Jordanian exports through 
embassies and other export- 
oriented organisations. 

Asked about JEDCO’s 
recent activities, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh said an office was 


established in RamaHah last 
month in addition to anoth- 
er office set up earlier in 
Gaza. 

Mr. Khasawneh added 
that a new office will start 
operating in Brussels soon. 

A complete evaluation 
was conducted with regard 
to the feasibility’ of some 
centres and, as a result, sev- 
eral offices seen ineffi- 
cient and costly were 
closed down. 

Asked when the exporters 
directory will be published, 
he said that this project has 
been delayed because of 
ongoing changes in the 
telephone numbers. 

He indicated that JEDCO 
will be providing govern- 
ment and foreign institu- 
tions as well as interested 
parties with information 
about Jordanian industries 
on a computer disc. 

He also revealed that 
JEDCO has carried out a 
multimedia programme that 
highlights the services and 
activities of the corporation 
in addition to a general 
review of the Jordanian 
economy. 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — The 
U.N. Security Council’s 
Sanctions Committee has 
approved requests by a 
number of Jordanian firms 
to export goods to Iraq 
worth S 1.739, 270 under the 
oil-for-food (teal, according 
to Ministry of Industry and 
Trade sources. 

With this approval, Jor- 
danian firms have secured 
contracts for an overall 
value of S107 million, 
according to the sources 
which noted that the latest 
approval allows Jordan to 


expon more human and 
veterinary medicines, table 
salt and galvanised metal. 

The sources pointed out 
that the approvals came as a 
result of intensive efforts 
exerted by the ministry 
through the concerned 
authorities and the Jordan- 
ian U.N. mission 

They said the ministry 
was on permanent contact 
with Jordanian companies 
to notify them of any 
approvals and to answer 
queries pertaining to their 
applications. 


Last September. Iraq con- 
cluded contracts with 35 
Jordanian industrial institu- 
tions to purchase goods 
worth more than S83 mil- 
lion within the framework 
of the U.N. Iraq oil-for- 
food deal which allows 
Baghdad to sell up to S2 
billion every six months to 
buy food and medicine. 

Under the oil-for-food 
deal. Jordanian industrial 
institutions can sell up to 
$400 million worth of food 
and medicine to the Iraqi 
markets. 


v-j 


s-* : | 5 i— ' 


The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & 

US Dollar - 1.7080 

DEMark txsras 

GB Sterling 1.6875 23860 


Cross 


CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra 


0.7T79 122.53 

0.0080 1.3724. 

6.7100 1.2118 

0.0006 1.0187 


NLGuSdar 05196 5073 

■ - -H* Franc 0.1750 0.2988 


Rates 

feCHF ] 

1,3929 

08155 

23568 

1.1192 

1X9882 

0.0831 

7238 

243663 


Prices. 

CAP 

1.4085 

03243 

23768 

1.0105 

1.1318 


1.13 

134935 

6438 

21.74 


s at 

m 

1675.90 

98080 

2828.08 

120231 

13.47 

1189.00 


9/11/97 

NtG 

13245 

I. 1266 i 

33476 ! 

13832 ■ 

154.64 , 

13654 • 

II. 48 


Saudis in drive to end 
OPEC quota cheating 


ABU DHABI (AFP; — 
Saudi Arabia’s call for 
OPEC to raise its produc- 
tion ceiling is part of a push 
by the oil giant to quash 
persistent quota violations 
by some of the group’s 
other members, according 
to oil experts here. 

“I believe the Saudis are 
calling for an increase in 
OPEC's ceiling in an 
attempt to stop quota viola- 
tions by some members," a 
Gulf oil analyst told AFP. 

Saudi Oil Minister Ali A1 
Nuaimai said last week that 
the 11-nation Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) should 
raise its output ceiling by 
between one million and 
two million barrels per day 
(bpd) when its oil ministers 
meet in Jakarta on Nov. 26 
to set a ceiling for the first 
half of 1998. 

He called the present ceil- 
ing of a little over 25 mil- 
lion bpd “unrealistic’’ and 
said an increase was war- 
ranted by growing global 
demand next year. 

OPEC already pumps 
more than 2.5 million bpd 


above its nominal ceiling, 
but most of the excess sup- 
plies are reportedly due to 
over-quota production by 
Venezuela and Nigeria. 

Experts say Saudi Arabia 
has been complying with its 
OPEC-decreed share. 

“It is obvious the Saudis 
can no longer afford seeing 
some members which are 
violating their quotas reap- 
ing higher income," an oil 
analyst said. 

“What they aim for how is 
to share any rise in the out- 
put instead of (it) being 
monopolised by some vio- 
lators," he said. 

But how easily Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world's dominant 
oil power, can enforce its 
will upon violators is some- 
thing experts debate. 

Riyadh does not have as 
much clout as before given 
its need for cash to meet 
growing domestic develop- 
ment needs and to recover 
from the stunning financial 
blow it took during the Gulf 
crisis. 

“The (.Saudis) are going to 
throw their weight behind 
(increasing OPEC’s produc- 


tion ceiling), but I doubt 
their position is still as pow- 
erful as before," an oil 
industry analyst said. 

“They no longer can 
threaten to dump the market 
because they will be hurt 
most by any drop in oil 
prices," he said. 

' Saudi Arabia sits atop a 
quarter of the global recov- 
erable crude resources, with 
nearly 2.5 million bpd in 
untapped surplus capacity. 

The increase proposed by 
the Saudi oil minister 
means OPEC’s production 
could approach 30 million 
bpd, but analysts ruled out 
such a possibility. 

“Nuaimai means the 
increase above the nominal 
ceiling not the actual pro- 
duction. He will naturally 
push for a respect of quotas 
when the organisation dis- 
cusses his proposal," the oil 
analyst said. 

Not all experts agree that 
Saudi Arabia's interest in 
raising OPEC’s production 
ceiling is mostly motivated 
by the desire to punish vio- 
lators and increase its own 
oil revenues. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Quarrel 
5 Acting award 
10 Witty remark 

14 Cat sound 

15 Raccoon's 


16 Finished 

17 Sandusky's lake 

18 Small sweet 
pies 

19 Add to the 
workplace 

20 Dover's state 
22 Eucalyptus 


24 Ocean motion 


26 Performed 
29 In Australia 


36 Competes 

37 Gl hangout 

38 Beals soundly 

39 Bears, Bulls, 
etc. 

41 Palo — , CA 

42 Current unit 

43 Old sailor 

44 Cinnamon and 


46 Athletes 

49 Take — (relax) 

50 Exclamations 

51 Footnote abbr. 
53 Picture taker 
56 Defacing 

60 Landed 

61 Ceases to sleep 

63 Old Greek 
theaters 

64 One: pref. 

65 Get up 

66 Repast 

67 Equal 

68 Streisand film 

69 Nobleman 

DOWN 

1 Raced 

2 Sheer 

3 Seed covering 

4 Hosts, e.g 

5 Group of eight 

6 Rew high 

7 PartofTLC 

8 Lawyer: abbr. 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY. NOVEMBER 10. 1997 
By L inda C. Black, Tribune Media Senices, Inc, j 

ARIES: (March 21 -April I9i — Don't you h ate a ttfaea 
somebody tries to lay a guilt trip on you T That mtgfei hasps 
today. You're under too much procure If >ou ifcn’i have 
enough money, go to a friend. You have one who’s in a gen- 
erous" mood this afternoon. It's also a good time K> sefi ofei 
toys. 

TAURUS: I April 20-May 20 1 — Partner and inends wffl : 
be there for you, just when you don't need them. Isn't that 
always how it goes? They're read} to volunteer, and *oa ; 
have everything pretty much handled There’s only one tinag 
to do. Come up with a new project, and quickly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 -June 2! ) — You're very intdliaQ^ ba 
if you do all the talking today, you're also foolish. Chances 
are you don’t understand ev erything that's going oil If you 
watch and listen, you’ll have a better chance of staying op 
with the action. Keep most of your thoughts to yourself. 

CANCER: (June 22-July 22 1 — If you want to stair new 
projects, get them underway firsr thing this morning. 
Tonight, an older person will have a long list of things for 
you to do. This doesn’t have to min your evening. By then, 
you’ll have had enough time to get your own schemes firm- 
ly underway. 

LEO: (July 23-August 22) — If you gu shopping, be care- 
ful not to spend the money on toys and forget the groceries. 
If temptations are strong, set a new goal. How about a trip to 
South America? If you start saving now. you can make it 
happen. Doesn’t that make saving more fund? 

VIRGO: (August 23 -September 22) — People arc starting 
to notice that they're more effective when you bdp them gst 
organised. You’ll be getting a kit of positive attention all 
week long. Relax and enjoy it! It’s also a good time &r 
romance, if you don't get too critical and him your true forve's 
feelings. 

LIBRA: (September 23-Ooober 23) — You like to base 
your decisions on reason. Thar isn't going ro work today. The 
most successful people will be slaves to their emotions. It’s 
OK to use yours, tf it benefits everyone in the long run. If yon 
have to cajole or manipulate to make it happen, you hereby 
have permission. 

SCORPIO: (October 24-November 21 ) — This morning is 
best for romance. If there’s a co mmi t m e n t to be made, start 
discussing it early. It's also a good time to fantasise. You’ll 
come up with all sorts of wonderful ideas. You don’t have to 
put item all into effect yet. Later this week is probably bet- 
ter. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22-Decembcr 21) — You 
don't like people who pull strings to get what they want 
Today, you might find yourself right in the midst of a swarm 
of item. All sorts of wheeling and dealing is going on. Some- 
one you live with could even be trying to involve you. Pay 
attention. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 -January ] 9) — Changes you 
make now affect not only your future, but also your past. OH 
decisions don’t have to run your life. Information revealed 
this evening could shed new light on an okl siuation. It migbi 
not have been your fault after all. Be willing to set aside the 
guilt. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20- February 18) — You're very 
intellectual, but today that may be not enough. Instinct pre- 
vails over logic. Maybe it wouldn’t be so bad to have a little 
intuition going for you as well. At lest you can practise. Do 
that by watchmg and listening rather than telling people what 
to do. 

PISCES: (February 19-March 20) — By afternoon, you'll 
have to get practical again. This morning, let your fantasies 
run wild. You could have a fabulous conversation right 
around lunchtime. Ge together with dear friends and make 
schemes for the future. Some of them might actually be 
doable, and one could lead to a fabulous romantic relation- 
ship. 

Birthstone of November: Topaz — Tiger's Eye j 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and Wfc* A 


10 — Sebastian 

Bach 

11 Diabolical 

12 Antitoxins 

13 — bien 
21 Extensive 
23 Disagreeable 

necessity 

25 Do the 
backstroke 

26 Cartographer's 
book 

27 Athletic VIP 

28 Beat 

30 Egg-shaped 

31 et decorum 
esL." 

32 — Park, Colo. 

33 Perch 

35 Store for future 
use 

40 “Desire Under 

the ‘ 

41 Landing field 
43 Play the lead 
45 Twosome 
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o 1987 Tribune Madia Sente. Ire. 
AH rights ruwMetf. 


47 Speaker 

48 Most pleasant 

52 Swiss fifty 

53 Vacation spot 

54 — vera 

55 Excavation 


56 Under the — (at 
heart) 

57 Thought 

58 Approach 

59 Exasperate 
62 Have being 


A nswer here : I 


festerda/s | Jumbles: ADMIT 
■ Answer What the 
hunters - 


WHEN THE R OOF& 
PITCHEP N TO 
HELP HIS NEIGH- 
BOR, IT WA6» — 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sfl" 
gesied by the above cartoon. 


(Answerek^n^^'. 
HAREM BUOYED EN 
animal rights group <W 
HOUNDED THEM ^ 
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Business & Finance 



Committee reconsidering premiums 
]b> obligatory third party insurance 


Kuwait draws up 
plans for foreigners 
to hold shares 


** A TRIPARTITE committee is current- 
Jy reviewing the insurance premiums 
charged for the obligatory third party cat- 
egoiy and the limit of responsibilities to 
insurance companies, the director of the 
Insurance Control Department at the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Supply 
told a press meeting. The director. Sami 
Fakhouri. said the new third party insur- 
ance premiums will be suitable for both 
the insurance companies and the insured. 

Mr. Fakhouri said a study conducted by 
authorised auditors has shown that insur- 
ance companies lose about JDI.6 million 
annually as a result of the obligator)' 
third party insurance. “As such, the pre- 
miums had to be reconsidered and the 
system of this category of insurance had 
to be amended." the director said. 

The committee is headed by the secre- 
tary general of the ministry and includes 
the insurance comptroller and represen- 
tatives from the insurance federation and 
die traffic departmenL 

Asked about the period given to insur- 
ance companies to adjust their capital 
base, Mr. Fakhouri said the period which 
ends on March 31, 1998 will not be 
extended. He called on the insurance 
companies to raise their capital to a min- 
imum of JD2 million as required by the 
new regulations. A former 3-year period 


that was given for the insurance compa- 
nies to adjust to the higher capital 
expired at the beginning of this month. 

‘We have 26 insurance companies at 
present but 13 of them have not yet 
adjusted their situation. Two companies 
are in the process of merging and two 
others are considering a merger." he indi- 
cated pointing out that many companies 
have taken the necessary general assem- 
bly decision to proceed with the capital 
increase. However. Mr. Falkhouri 
stressed the importance of the merger 
option to improve the competitivity of 
the companies in the local market 

Mr. Falkhouri said the reason behind 
requesting a higher capital is to create 
companies with high financial capabili- 
ties which can meet obligations in addi- 
tion to create economic units capable of 
competing with foreign companies. Such 
a competition, he added, could be expect- 
ed in light of the government decision 
which opened the market for a 100 per 
cent foreign equity in many economic 
sectors, including the insurance. 

He said that no foreign company have 
yet requested to operate in the Kingdom 
and noted that the total insurance premi- 
ums in the Jordanian market does not 
exceed JD88 million CA1 Ra’i). 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait is drawing up plans 
which could open the way 
for foreigners from outside 
Arab Gulf states to invest 
directly in local shares, 
officials have said. 

"There is a task force, 
established a few months 
ago. to review and prepare 
this new law," which will 
allow foreigners to invest 
“directly" in Kuwaiti 
shares, said Ali Rashid A1 
Bader, managing director 
of Kuwait Investment 
Authority (KlA). 

The task force, led by the 
commerce and industry 
ministry, is expected to put 
in place “the framework of 
a draft law in the next few 
weeks," the head of KIA, 
which manages Kuwait's 
overseas assets, told AFP. 

At present stocks can 
only be held by Kuwaitis 
and citizens of Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) 
states, which groups 
Kuwait with Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

Other foreign investors 
are only allowed to hold 
shares in one listed mutual 
fund and another two listed 


■AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - 5HHEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 09/11/1997 




PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

346.000 

245.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.0 

1.23 

2.340 

1.660 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

5.600 

4.100 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.3 

3.00 

3.600 

2.760 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6-2 

0.00 

1.190 

.090 

MID. EAST INV . BK. 

72.3 

0.00 

2.620 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV . BK. 

10.5 

5.97 

5.200 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

15.1 

3.85 

4 . 180 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

11.9 

0.00 

1.050 

.740 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.6 

0.97 

3.970 

3.450 

ARAB JOR. INV. BK. 

19 . a 

0.00 

4.050 

3.430 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.7 

3.31 

1.900 

.870 

BEIT. AL-MAL (BEITNAJ 

.6 

16.05 


NO. NO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 

19560 327.00 326.00 i 1.00- 

140607 1.81 1.81 i — 

10000 5.00 5.00 ■ - 

3956 2.94 2.93 .01- 

13200 1.10 1.10 - 

63060 2.62 2.65 .03- 

36280 5.00 5.04 .04- 

59150 3.32 3.35 .03- 

7566 .77 .70 .01- 

5604 3.97 4.12 .15+ 

27191 3.55 3.62 .07- 

093 .91 .09 .02- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 235.06 *CBGt -0.09 


161 - 169459 


JOR FRENCH INSUR. 
ARAB LIFE INSOR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.1 

5.32 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

19.4 

3.54 

ARAB INTL. INV. BDOC. 

9.6 

0.00 

2 AREA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

UNIFIED CO- 

8.2 

6.40 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 109.82 *CHG: -0-15 


4.450 

.7.050 

11.160 

1.410 

3.260 

4.700 

2.800 

1.750 

.690 

1.330 

.770 

1.200 

.920 

.890 

1.670 

1.8B0 

1.410 

1.070 

2.090 

1.330 

.810 

.640 


JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
ARAB POTASH CO. 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 
ARAB PHARH. KANF. 
JORDAN DAIRY 
JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 
LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 
NATIONAL STEEL IND. 
NATIONAL INDS. 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CHEM . 
JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 
JOR. SOLPBO— CHEM 
ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

UN IV. MOD N. INDS. 

JOR. INDS .RESOURCES 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

EL -SAY READY WEAR 
INTL. TOBACCO 
JORDAN STEEL 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 


INDU S TRIAL SE CTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 117.17 *CHG: -0.51 181 232945 34394D 

INDEX: 170.56 *CHG: +0.13 367 4 23366 802460 

PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 09/11/1997 


36.100 29.000 


UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 
ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 

NATL. KULT. ENG. NAMICO 

NAYZAK DIES 6 MOULDS 
MIDEAST PHAHM. 75* 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI PHARH- 
NATL. POULTRY 
ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 


0.00 

10 

9656 

2414 

.76 

.75 

.01- 

0.00 

7 

16800 

6720 

.40 

.40 

— 

0.00 

2 

602 

480 

.82 

.81 

.01- 

2.78 

1 

550 

19800 

36.00 

36.00 

— 

0.00 

2 

1500 

495 

.34 

.33 

.01- 

0.00 

1 

150 

53 

.35 

.35 

— 

0.00 

22 

20750 

8300 

.40 

.40 

- 

0.00 

3 

2000 

760 

.39 

. 38 

.01- 

0.00 

2 

200 

76 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

0.00 

5 

1450 

1426 

■ 1.21 

1.24 

.03* 

0.00 

4 

3850 

2349 

.62 

.51 

.01- 

0.00 

4 

1400 

054 

.62 

.61 

.01- 

0.00 

7 

6648 

7051 

1.03 

1.03 

- 


grand total 


New 12 months high 

Haw 12 months low 

Listed during the past 1- montns 

P/E ratio Is 100 or more 

Barning^is^Eero or N/A tor the most recent year 


funds specialised in real 
estate. 

Two more equity funds, 
which will also be open to 
foreign investors, are 
expected to be launched 
"within the next month or 
two,” Mr. Bader said. 

According to the newspa- 
per A1 Qabas, the Kuwait 
Stock Exchange (KSE) has 
already drawn up proposals 
to allow foreign investors 
to directly own shares. 

The report said the bourse 
proposals included allow- 
ing foreigners to own up to 
49 per cent in listed compa- 
nies, the same limit 
imposed on unlisted firms, 
although banks and finan- 
cial institutions should be 
excluded to foreigners. 

Sources close to the plans 
said that limits on which 
companies non-GCC for- 
eigners can invest in or the 
percentage of foreign own- 
ership have yet to be decid- 
ed. 

Analysts said allowing 
foreigners into the market 
will encourage more pro- 
fessionalism and trans- 
parency on a bourse where 
speculation is often the 
main driving force. 

Westinghouse 
to cut 2,000 
jobs in 
restructuring 
drive 


PITTSBURG, Pennsylvania 
(AFP) — Westinghouse 
Electric has said it would cut 
2.000 jobs and take a $125 
million charge in die fourth 
quarter as it prepares to spin 
: oft its industiialJtiusinesses. 

The company also warned 
that earnings shortfalls in its 
power generation and ener- 
gy systems units could 
reduce third-quarter earn- 
ings by about $50 million. 

If the trend continues, it 
added, fourth-quarter results 
could also be affected. 

The Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice has ruled that the sepa- 
ration of the company’s 
industrial businesses, which 
will be named Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation 

(WELCO), will qualify as a 
tax-free spin-off to Westing- 
house and its shareholders, 
the firm said. 

The separation is expected 
to occur by the end of 1997. 

In preparation for the 
transaction, it said it would 
undertake a restructuring 
plan in the fourth quarter at 
its power businesses, which 
will mean a cut of 2,000 jobs 
from the new industrial 
company’s headquarter 
operations in Pittsburgh. 

In addition, a charge of 
$125 million to cover staff 
reduction will be applied to 
fourth-quarter earnings. 

About two-thirds of the 
job cuts will be in the power 
generation unit 

“Both power generation 
and energy systems are 
finalising their plans to more 
tightly focus their businesses 
around higher margin' and 
stronger growth segments 
and to improve their cost 
competitiveness by reducing 
capacity through strategic 
outsourcing,” Westinghouse 
said in a statement 
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Foreign investors’ purchases 
of shares rise by JD3.2 million 


AMMAN (Petra) — Secu- 
rities Commission Presi- 
dent Michel Marta revealed 
Sunday that the total for- 
eign purchases of securities 
increased by JD3.2 million 
during October 1997. 

Dr. Mano added that for- 
eign purchases amounted to 
JD 5.4 million last month 
compared to JD2.2 million 
during the same month of 
1996. 


He said that the total sell- 
ing transactions by foreign- 
ers shot up Iasi month to 
JD4.9 million compared to 
JD1.6 milioh for the same 
period last year. 

Dr. Marto noted that the 
net position of foreign 
investments last month was 
JD500.000 compared 
JD600.000 for October 
1996. 

Dr. Marto pointed that the 


accumulative amount of 
purchase orders by foreign 
investors since the begin- 
ning of this year and until 
the end of October regis- 
tered JDS3.2 million while 
the selling orders of foreign 
investors for the same peri- 
od were JD2S.7 million, 
resulting in JD54.5 million 
as net position for the for- 
eign investment. 


Russia lets foreigners own oil firms 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
removing a major restriction 
on the energy sector, has 
signed a decree allowing for- 
eigners to own 100 per cent . 
stakes in Russian oil compa- 
nies, a senior cabinet official 
has said. 

Fuel and Energy Minister 
Boris Nemtsov, die liberal 
reformer who is also first 
deputy prime minister, told 
Reuters the decree removed 
all restrictions on outside 
ownership of oil firms. 

Previously, foreigners had 
been limited to 15 per cent 
stakes, although a few excep- 
tions had been made. 

Hie decree means that 
Moscow's reforms of the 
world's third largest oil-pro- 
ducing country are intensify- 
ing. 

Mr. Yeltsin has already 
transformed most of Russia's 
oil sector by turning the old 
state-owned production asso- 
ciations into privatised com- 
panies. 

The process has created a 
host of new oil majors, min- 
nows and independents, many 
of which have world-class 
reserves and ambitious capi- 
tal-raising and production 
plans. 

Mr. Nemtsov, asked if Mr. 
Yeltsin’s decree meant for- 
eigners could acquire 100 per 
cent stakes in any domestic 
oil firm, said, “yes, they care" 
The decree also comes just 
as Russia appears to be final- 
ly turning the tide against 
steep declines in crude oil 
production. 
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Output over the first nine 
eight months rose one per 
cent year-on-year to 5.93 mil- 
lion barrels per day, or bpd — 
the first increase in around a 
decade of steep falls. 

Peak output was 11.4 mil- 
lion bpd in 1 9S7 but has near- 
ly halved since then, and oil 
companies now need serious 
investment to turn themselves 
around. 

Russian oil companies 
account for the bulk of the 
domestic stock market's capi- 
talisation. But they require 
billions of dollars in invest- 
ment to prosper. 

Most companies have 


already been .sold off. bin 
some major slakes and firms, 
like Rosneft and the Eastern 
•Oil Company, are still to he 
"sold. 

Foreign companies already 
own some stakes in Russian 
oil firms. The Atlantic Rich- 
field Co ( ARCOl of die Unit- 
ed States has around eight per 
cent in Lukoil, which is Rus- 
sia's and one of the world's 
largest oil firms. 

Foreign oil companies pl;m 
around $70 billion in invest- 
ment in Russian oil projects it 
the government and parlia- 
ment pass the necessary legis- 
lation. 




Creative Graphic 
Designer Wanted 


r J 

0 For the marketing Department ? 
^ of a large Industrial Company ^ 
£ in Jordan p 

^ Qualifications: ^ 

$ - Complete literacy with computer ^ 
$ design sofware (IBM Compatible) ^ 
£ - A creative, wild and motivated J 
^ character ? 

^ - With experience in the advertising £ 
£ field 2 

^ Please fax your CV to the following 2 
jZ tele /fax numbers: 836390 - 834868 2 


This is your opportunity to combine 
seasonal shopping with a relaxing break 
on the beautiful island of Cyprus. 

Buy top designer fashion from the 
1997 collections at up to 509i off 
t normal retail prices. 





Over 100,000 top quality designer out- 
fits have been brought together under 
one roof. 

Discounted airfares, hotel accommo- 
dation and all-inclusive package tours are 
available to anyone wishing to view the 
largest collection of ladies and men's 
designer wear anywhere in the Middle East 
Spectacular daily fashion shows will 
turn the spotlight on the stunning 
collections available. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
T , Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 

Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . 



STUDIO HRIG 

professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your cokwr 
at our shop and get 
- JUMBO phOtO Si 

30% toy*' 

• Free 
20x 30 cm. 

Shmeisanf • Opposite 
Griiuflays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


c n 

O 
X 

u GASTRONOMY 



Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 


^ TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan Times 

CALL 

^667171 EXT223^ 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
- EXT. 42 ^ 



Mti firm’s 

Tel 692672 Fax 67455: 
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RENT 

Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


Real E s t a t e 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 - 8651 67 
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Skip Away skips away 
with Breeders’ Cup Classic 


LOS ANGELES ('AFP) — 
Skip Away amply rewarded 
trainer Sonny Hine's faith 
in him, and staked his claim 
to Horse of the Year hon- 
ours with a dominant victo- 
ry in the S4 million 
Breeders' Cup Classic. 

The four-year-old gray is 
owned by Hine's wife 
Carolyn. They paid 
S480,000 to make him a 
supplemental entry. 

“We put our money where 
our mouth was,” said Hine. 
and their faith was justified. 

Under jockey Mike 
Smith. Skip Away covered 
the one and one-quarter 
miles in 1:59. tearing 
Cigar’s 1995 effort of 1:59 
2/5. 

The victory was worth 
S2.288 million, boosting his 
career earnings to S6.876 
million and vaulting him to 
second place all-time 
behind Cigar, who has just 
over S10 million. 

Spinning World, trained 
in France by Englishman 
Jonathan Pease, kept the 
European flag flying in the 
wake of the career-ending 
injury suffered by Sheikh 
Mohammad-owned 
Singspiel in training. 

Spinning World won the 
Mile on turf to give jockey 
Cash Asraussen his first 
Breeders' Cup win in 23 
starts. 

“I thought he would be 
much better as a four-year- 
old." Pease said of the colt 
that finished second in the 
Mile last year at Woodbine 
in Toronto. 

Asmussen said he knew 
his mount was ready before 
the race begain. 

“He stood in the gate like 
a king.” the Texas native 
said. . “He traveled well, 
quickening like he does 
from five sixteenths from 
home. 

Lucky Coin took the lead 
at the half-mile and led into 
the far turn. He moved 
strongly through the turn 
before being caught by 
Asmussen and Spinning 
World at the eighth pole. 

Spinning World, equaled 
the mark of 1:32 3/5 set by 
Royal Heroine in the inau- 
gural Mile here in 19S4 to 
win for the fourth time in 
five starts this year. 

“He’s a fine Bordeaux,” 
Asraussen said. “He gets 
better every time you taste 
it.” 

The other race on grass, 
the one and a half mile Turf, 
was won by Canadian Chief 
Bearheart. 

Trainer Mark Frostad said 
the record-setting time of 
2:23 and 4/5 was proof 
enough that Chief Beartieart 
was a deserving winner, 
despite the absence of inter- 



‘SJrip Away’ leaves the pack behind to win the $4 miffionYJreeders Cup Classic by 5 
lengths at Hollywood Park in Inglewood, Ca. The Breeders Cap parse at 11.7 is one 
of the richest in horse racing (Reuters photo) 
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Chief Bearheart (6), ridden by. Jose Santos, beats the German horse Borgia, ridden 
by Kieren Fallon, at the wire to win the Breeders Cup Hirf race (Reuters photo) 


national superstar 

Singspiel. 

■ Chief Bearhart, with Jose 
Santos .aboard, rambled 
three-wide down the stretch 
to overtake Germany’s 
Borgia and win by half a 
length. 

London-born, Kentucky- 
based trainer Pat Byrne 
made a trimphant entry to 
Breeders’ Cup racing with 
winners in the Juvenile and 
the Juvenile Fillies. 

Counress Diana, ridden 
by Shane Sellers, thundered 
to an eight length victory in 
the Fillies, completing the 
one and one-sixteenth mile 
race in 1:42. the first of the 
six Breeders’ Cup records 
set or matched on the fast 


tracks of Hollywood Park. 

For Sellers, who was 
taken off Skip Away by 
Hine, it was a vindication. 

“I’m very emotional.” he 
said. “I’ve had a lot happen 
to me in the last couple of 
weeks. Being pulled off 
Skip Away was very disap- 
pointing. having Mr. Hine 
criticize me like he did. I 
felt it was unfair.” 

Pat Day rode Byrne's 
Favorite Trick to a five and 
a half length victory in the 
Juvenile. The colt’s eighth 
win in eight career starts 
made him a possible candi- 
date to become only two- 
year-old besides Secretariat 
to be named Horse of the 
Year. 


Byrne’s only disappoint- 
ment was Richter Scale in 
the six-furlong Sprint, won 
by Elmhurst. 

It was the second Sprint 
win in a row for U.S. train- 
er Jenine Sahadi. who sad- 
dled Lit de Justice at 
Woodbine. 

Evergreen Farm and 
Sahadi acquired the horse 
from French trainer 
Francois Boutin when it 
was a five-year-old maiden. 
She had him gelded because 
of his nerves, a move that 
Evergreen owner Cornelius 
Ray was regretting on 
Saturday. 

“Do you know of any way 
we can un-geld him," he 
jokingly asked Sahadi. 


Klinsmann 
could 
return to 
Tottenham 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Germany captain Jurgen 
Klinsmann could return to 
Tottenham as part of a part- 1 
nership to replace under- 
pressure manager Gerry 
Francis, a British newspa- 
per reported on Sunday. 

The heat is on Francis 
after Saturday’s 4-0 defeat 
at Liverpool and Sunday’s 
News of the World claimed 
that Klinsm ann, now' with 
Sampdoria. may return to 
White Hart Lane as part of 
a new partnership. 

The newspaper reported 
that Klinsmann could 
become coach with a tech- 
nical director alongside 
him responsible for buying 
and selling players. 

They claim that 
Wimbledon manager Joe 
Kinnear would be the num- 
ber one choice to fill the 
role of Technical director. 

Klinsmann told the 
paper “There is nothing I 
don’t know about the dub. 

I love Tottenham and I am 
in touch with what is going 
on. 

“I khow the players, what 
they are capable of when 
they are together as a team 
— but they haven’t been 
and that is the point which 
must be accepted." 

The striker had one year 
at Spurs where he became a 
hero with fans. 

And the pressure is grow- 
ing on Francis, who admit- 
ted after the Liverpool 
defeat: “It is not in mv 
thinking yet to want to 
leave, not yet. But we will 
have to wait and see what 
comes of my talks with 
Alan l Sugar). In a week or 
so we will see.” 


Crew of the Swedish 
yacht EF Language, 
skippered by Paul 
Cayard, set off on the 
second leg of the 
Whitbread Round The 
World Race- The sec- 
ond leg runs from Cape 
Town to Fremantle in 
Australia. EF Language 
won the first leg of the 
race from Southampton 
to Cape Town (Renters 
photo) 


Leeds stun Derby with 
four- goal fightback 
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WHY GUESS? 


East-West vulnerable. Weet 
deals. 



NORTH 
♦ AK74 
UAJ86 
OQ 

*AJ84 


WEST 


EAST 

* 1063 


«Q982 

0432 


OQ7S 

0 J764 


082 

*953 

SOOTH 
* J5 
OK 10 9 

+ Q 10 72 


0AE 109 5 8 
*K6 


1* 

Pass 

10 

vj 

Pass 

30 

3* 

Pass 


4NT 

Pass 

GO 

6* 

Pass 

Pass 


The bidding: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
P»a» I* Paw 10 


Paw 3* 
Pa as 4N 

P«H 60 
Pm 


Opening leech Six of* 

When faced with a two-way 
finesse, one method of choosing 
which way to take it is to gaze sky- 
ward Tor divine guidance. More 
prone to succeed is Boding a way of 
'haring the opponents broach the 


suit, for you. 

North -South bid well to teach six 
diamonds - Four no trump was Hey- 

card Blackwood in which the king 
of trumps (diamonds in this easel 
counts as an ace. North judged well 
to choose diamonds as the trump 
suit — the queen of a suit in which 
partner jumped is adequate sup- 
port, especially opposite the ace- 
king. 

Declarer won the spade lead in 
dummy, cashed the queen of dia- 
monds, then came to hand with the 
king or clubs to cash the ace and 
king of diamonds. Leaving the mas- 
ter trump with West, declarer start- 
ed singling in trumps. 

A dub to the ace was Mowed by 
a dob ruff in the hope the queen 
might drop. No luck. Ace of spades 
and a spade ruff was followed by a 
lead to the ace of hearts and anoth- 
er club ruff. West was forced to 
overruff but, as the cards lay. 
declarer didn't mind a bit. Now 
West was down to nothing but 
hearts, and the lend of that suit, waa 
into declarer’s combined tenace. 

This hand is typical of expert 
play. A good technician will go to 
any lengths to avoid taking o 
frnesse as long as the contract is not 
endangered in the process. 


CINEMA 


Metz draw level with PSG 


PARIS (AFP) — Early 
leaders Metz closed the gap 
on Paris Saint Germain on 
Saturday, a 2-1 home win 
over Guingamp putting 
them level on 30 points 
although PSG have a game 
in band and host Marseille 
on Sunday. 

Bordeaux are a point fur- 
ther back in third after they 
were held to a goalless draw 
at home to midtable Lyon, 
while Lens moved into toe 
top five with a 3-2 win at 
struggling Rennes. Tony 
Vairelles scoring a late win- 
ner. 

Strasbourg came back to 
Earth after their UEFA Cup 
success against Liverpool, 
sliding into the relegation 
zone following a 2-0 
reverse at Bastia, who won 
courtesy of two penalties. 

Frederic Meyrieu got 
Metz off to a flying start 


against Guingamp, netting 
on just three minutes. The 
visitors equalised through 
Moreira on toe hour but 
Belgian striker Danny 
Boffin bagged a 66th 
minute winner to boost 
Metz’s morale after a run of 
poor results over toe past 
month. 

They were knocked out of 
the UEFA Cup by Karlsruhe 
in midweek. 

Bordeaux, who drew for 
toe third game in succes- 
sion, were hampered by the 
dismissal midway through 
the first period of stylish 
midfielder Johan Micoud 
for a foul on Christian 
Bassila followed by dissent 
as he was booked for toe 
challenge. 

Auxerre, along with 
Strasbourg France’s only 
remaining UEFA Cup con- 
tenders. just consolidated 


their top six placing with a 
disappointing 0-0 draw at 
home to Le Havre, who are 
mired in the bottom three. 

Elsewhere, Cannes and 
Chateauroux gave them- 
selves a lifeline with home 
wins against Montpellier 
and Toulouse. 

Chateauroux edged a 

point ahead of Strasbourg 
by coming from behind to 
take the points with two 
goals in three minutes from 
Yugoslav marksman Damir 
Cakar and Jason Mayele. 
Cannes remain two points 
adrift at the bottom. 

Reigning champions 
Monaco were not in action 
until Sunday, when they 
face Nantes. 


LONDON (AFP) — Leeds 

manager George Graham 
hailed the battling spirit of 
his players after watching 
them overturn a three-goal 
deficit to pull off a remark- 
able 4-3 victory and stun 
high-flying Derby on 
Saturday. 

On a day when English 
Premiership fans were treat- 
ed to an avalanche of goals 
up and down the country, 
Leeds produced one of toe 
great fighlbacks of recent 
years for a win that lifts toe 
rejuvenated Yorkshire side 
to fourth. 

Leeds were three down 
after 33 minutes after Dean 
Sturridge struck twice and 
Aljisa Asanovic converted 
from toe penalty spot, but 
their response could not 
have been more dramatic. 

Rod Wallace Wallace. 
Harry Kewell and Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink brought 
toe scores level before mid- 
fielder Lee Bowyer secured 
a famous victory in toe final 
minute. 

“There is a wonderful 
team spirit at toe club just 
now." said former Arsenal 
and Mill wall boss Graham. 
“The clubs I have been w ith 
have always had that spirit 
— and you don’t have good 
sides without it. We are pro- 
gressing all toe time." 

Leeds, though, were not 
toe only Yorkshire side to 
produce a sensational result 
with Sheffield Wednesday 
thrashing Bolton 5-0 just 
five days after sacking man- 
ager David Pleat. 

A hat-trick from the 
recalled Andy Booth and a 
goal apiece from Italian ace 
Paolo Di Canio and Guy 
Whirtingham helped lift 
Wednesday after toe foot 
table and* give renewed 
hope to toe manaeerless 
club. 

Pleat, who was sacked as 


boss after their 6-1 defeat at 
Manchester United last 
weekend, said he had miseu 
feelings after hearing _ rhe 
result 1mm Hillsborough. 

Pleat said: "I'm delighted 
for the boys. I'm \er> dis- 
appointed that ! m unable to 
be part ot it. 

"But I think the fixture 
this week was slightly easi- 
er than last week. Gi\en the 
fixtures in reverse order. 
I'm sure I would still be 
there." 

Tottenham, meanwhile, 
lurched fun her towards cri- 
sis after the> slumped to a 
4-0 defeat by Liverpool at 
An fie Id after which Gerry 
Francis gave the strongest 
hint yet that he could stand 
down as Tottenham boss. 

Under- fire Francis plans 
showdown talks with chair- 
man Alan Sugar in toe next 
fortnight to thrash out his 
future, and he dropped 
heavy hints that he could be 
coming to the end of his 
three years in control. 

“It is not in my thinking 
y et ro want to leave, not yet. 
But we will have to wait 
and see w hat comes of my 
talks with Alan. In a week 
or so we will see.” he said. 

"I have nev er managed a 
side in my whole career that 
has finished in toe bottom 
half of the table. It is a new 
experience. 

"But I have personal pride 
as a manager and I intend to 
have talks with Alan to see 
where we go from here." 

Everton were 10 minutes 
away from their first away 
win since their 1-0 victory 
at Derby on December 16 
Iasi year before goals from 
Damien Duff and Tim 
Sherwood scored cave 
Blackbum a 3-2 win. 

But Everton boss Howard 
Kendall refused to feel 
sorry for himself and 
instead blamed his side’s 


pivr defending. 

■‘Someone snd bad fccfc 
to me on the way op ^ 
-lajr'.” »ic said “Bui n\i oq 
Kid hick if you coaagfe 
three goals toe way 
We invited loo many crjsj. 
es and conceded too 
corners ” 

Bam - ley boss Dgsin 
WiNon blasted his desK* 
altscd players after 
slumped hack to toe bodaoj 
of the Premiership after & '4. 
1 defeat at Southampton. 
The Tykes have now con- 
ceded 40 goals in 14 match- 
es. including 24 in their last 
five away games and the 
Oak well boss fumed: Tm 
very, very angry." 

"We showed’ a lack of 
commitment and spirit. For 
coo many defenders it jm 
does not hurt hard enough 
when we are conceding 
goals. 

‘Tvc been angry before, 
but I’ve alway s kept it in the 
dressing room and not gone 
public. Today I’ve had 
enough." 

Newcastle United mid- 
fielder Robert Lee scored a 
stunning equaliser with just 
four minutes to rescue a 
point from an action-packed 
2-2 at Coventry. 

A second goal from strik- 
er Dion Dublin appeared to 
have secured victory for the 
Light Blues after John 
Barnes had equalised for the 
Magpies before Lee thun- 
dered in a 40-yard pile-dri- 
' ver. 

Substitute Julian Joachim 
scored a late goal to give 
Aston Villa a deserved 
draw at Crystal Palace. =& 

Neil Shipperley had eac& 
er chalked up his third go& 
in a week to give Palace^ 
who have yet to win-- $ 
home in the League si 
season — the lead be 
Jamie Smith was sent o 



Sri Lanka Olympic hopeful 
stops training, slams officials 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Susanthika 
Jayasinghe. who won Sri Lanka's first 
medal at a world sports meeting for almost 
50 years, says she fears for her life and is 
out of training after accusing officials of 
trying to have “close personal relations" 
with her. 

Jayasinghe, 20, told toe Sunday Leader 
weekly she was being hounded by sports 
officials and had not received toe promised 
gifts for winning a silver medal in toe 200 
metres at toe World Athletics champi- 
onships at Athens in August 

■“I do not want anyone to meddle with my 
private life, I only want to lead a happy 
married life,” Jayasinghe said, adding that 
she recently disclosed that she had married 
young in toe hope of deterring those chas- 
ing her. 

Jayasinghe said she and her husband of 
three years had received death threats and 
she had been in no frame of mind to attend 
training since August. 

“Maybe by volunteering to help me, they 
(officials) would have thought perhaps I 


would give in to their personal demands.** 
Jayasinghe said. “Right now leave alone 
doing athletics, I live in fear of my life.” 
The newspaper quoted Sports Minister S, 
B. Dissanayake as saying he was ready to 
hold an inquiry into the allegations. 
Jayasinghe said the threats were from some 
“high officials" she declined to identity. 

Last month authorities discovered tiiar 
Jayasinghe, regarded as Sri Lanka’s best 
hope for an Olympic medal, was an army 
deserter when she was invited as an hon- 
oured guesr at toe army's colours night 
Sri Lanka won its first and only Olympic 
medal at the London Olympics in 1948. 

jayasinghe said shortly after winning the 
silver medal in Athens: “It is 50 years since 
mv country won a medal. All I can promise 
them is that as 1 am only 20 now I will win 
gold in two years' time at the next world 
championships.” 


NBA Rl 


TEL-634144 


CINEMA 


TEL6W23S 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


TEL: 07* JM30 


TEL 079 33-130 


PHILADELPHIA "1" I PHILADELPHIA “2" 


Jane Reno & 
Patrick Broyl ... in 


Richard Gere & 
Julia Roberts ... in 


PLAZA 

Van Damme... in 


THE JAGUAR PRETTY WOMAN double TEAM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10,30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


v CONCORD 

\ 1 " 

COHCOSD *!■ 

BOYS ON THE SIDE 

Shows:l2:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30,10:30 

COaCDSB -a** 

SLEEPWALKERS 

. Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only j 


GALLERIA 1 

^ / 

ABDOUN 

Walt Disney s 

HERCULES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00. 6:30 

CON AIR 

Shows: 8:30, 10:45 , 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 


SCREAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


Hirihrsn Ybbbb 

TEL: 625155 


NOWOXDAIU" 

THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham 
and Amal Dabbas 
For reservations call: 640 15£ 625155 ~.i 
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A! Ramtha — through to the Jordan Cup final (fUephoto) 

Ramtha beat Faisali 1-0 
to reach Jordan Cup final 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Ramtha Sunday beat A1 
Faisali 1-0 to reach the final of the King- 
dom's second most- important soccer com- 
petition, the Jordan Cup. 

They will now face the winner of Al Hus- 
sein-Al Wihdat semifinal which will be 
held after A I Wihdat ’s return from Tunisia 
where they will be playing in the 13th Arab 
Champions Cup alongside seven other top 
teams starting Nov. 1 4. 

The 41 competing teams representing the 
Premier League as well as the First” and 
Second Divisions initially took pan in the 
Jordan Cup divided into four groups. 

Al Ramtha were last year's runner up and 
will be looking to beat Al Wihdat to secure 


one of the season's four titles. 

Al Faisali won the Federation Shield and 
Al Wihdat won the season-opening Cup 
Winners’ Cup and currently lead the Pre- 
mier League. 

Al Faisali are the Jordan Cup record hold- 
ers with 9 titles in the past IS years, Al 
Ramtha were runners-up eight times and 
won it two consecutive years. 

Premier League teams have dominated 
the title except for 1986 when Al Arabi won 
the title. 

Titleholders Al Wihdat have won if four 
times and Al Jazireh once. 



Sampras 
No. 1 
for record 



Chicago Bulls' guard Michael Jordan shoots^ while 
closely guarded by New Jersey Nets* guard Kendall 
Gill, daring the first quarter of their game in Chicago. 
Chicago won 99-86 (Reuters photo! 


NBA RESULTS 


i 

Charlotte 

89 

Indiana 

82 

r- ■ 

Atlanta 

99 

Cleveland 

97 (OT) 

\: ■ 

Miami 

114 

Washington 

106 

■■ 

Orlando 

96 

Toronto 

87 


Chicago 

99 

New Jersey 

86 

.i 

Portland 

101 

Dallas 

94 


S. Antonio 87 

Utah 

80 


Milwaukee 105 

Boston 

96 


Phoenix 

123 

L.A. CUppers 

105 

|i!> J 

Minnesota 

97 

Golden State 

90 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Pete Sampras has joined 
former great Jimmy Con- 
nors as one of only two 
players to be ranked No.l 
in the world at the end of 
five consecutive years. 

The 26-year-old Ameri- 
can, winner of 10 Grand 
Slam titles, has won seven 
titles in 1997. including 
Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open. 

By finishing No.l this 
year, Sampras will have 
held the top computer posi- 
tion for 200 weeks, joining 
Ivan Lendl (270) and Con- 
nors (268) as the only men 
to have reigned this long. 

Sampras reached No. 1 
for the first lime on April 
12. 1993, taking over from 
Jim Courier. He lost the 
title to Andre Agassi for 30 
weeks in 1995 but regained 
it in November of that year 
before swapping for a few 
weeks in early 1996 with 
Thomas Muster and Agas- 
si. 

Sampras has stayed in the 
No.l position uninterrupt- 
ed since April 15, 1996. 


Real Madrid scramble 
to unimpressive win 


MADRID (AFP) — Cham- 
pions Real Madrid scram- 
bled to an unimpressive 2-1 
win away to Racing San- 
tander in the only Spanish 
League match played on 
Saturday nighL. 

Real moved into second 
place behind runaway lead- 
ers Barcelona but still are 
four points behind after 
playing one more match. 
Barca are at home to Val- 
ladolid on Sunday evening. 

Fernando Morientes put 
Real ahead in the 48th 
minute with a low right foot 
shot from just inside the 
penalty area. 

Dutch international 


Clarence Seedorf made it 
2-0 with 13 minutes left but 
Santander rallied and 
reduced the deficit with a 
powerful header from 
Uruguayan Fernando Cor- 
rea three minutes later. 

It was an untidy game on 
a slippery surface on a wet 
and windy night and tem- 
pers became frayed towards 
the end with Santander’s 
ex-West Ham midfielder 
Hugo Porfirio among those 
booked — for a wild late 
challenge. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Belgium welcome back Oliveira 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgium welcome back Fiorenti- 
na striker Luis Oliveira for next Saturday’s decisive 
World Cup play-off with Ireland here. Oliveira was sus- 
pended for the first leg on October 29, which finished 1- 
1 at Lansdowne Road in Dublin. “He’s a key player,’’ said 
coach George Leeskens, who will again be without Eric 
Von Meir, Lorenzo Staelens and Enzo Scifo. Defender 
Ban de Roover is also very doubtful with a muscle injury. 
“I have to find a balance in the team despite the absen- 
tees,’’ Leeskens admitted. “But we will play to win. We 
will have to be onour guard for the whole match and I 
need everyone to be 100 percemfit.” 

Rios to meet Alonso 

SANTIAGO (AFP) — Top seed Marcelo Rios of Chile, 
playing before his home fans, booked a final date with 
Spanish fourth seed Julian Alonso in the $328,000 ATP 
Tour event here on Saturday. Rios ousted fifth seed 
Marcelo Filippini of Uruguay, 47th in the world. 6-1. 6-4 
while Alonso beat Jordi Burillo of Spain 6-1. 4-6,6-3. 
World number 1 2 Rios, bidding to grab a late slot at the 
ATP World championships season-ender in Hanover next 
week, will Sunday hope to go one better than last year, 
when he losr to Argentina’sHeman Gumy in the Santiago 
final. 

Van Almsick edges through in trial 

REGENSBURG, Germany (AFP) — German swimming 
star Franziska Van AJmsick just managed to book a place 
in the German team for next year’s world championships 
in Perth as she scraped home in third place in the 200m 
freestyle. Van Almsick was world champion for the disci- 
pline in 1994, butsuffered a disappointing Atlanta 
Olympics and a mototcycle accident in May in which she 
broke her wrist. And the 20-year-old, who Thursday only 
placed sixth in the lOOmin which she holds the European 
record, showed once again she has still some way to go to 
recapture her old form in Saturday’s trial. Although she 
squeezed home in 2min 02.17sec. giving her a good- 
chance of a place in the 4x200m freestyle event, she was 
still way off her world mark of 1:56.78. Kerstin Kielgass 
won Saturday's trial in 2:00.63 and Dag mar Hasewas sec- 
ond in 2:01.69. Last Wednesday van Almsick reacted 
angrily to suggestions that she might have been taking 
stimulants. Quoting German doping inspector Joerg 
Balke, sports weekly SportBild alleged that she under- 
went a surprise doping control in Lanzarote on October 2. 
But van Almsick reportedly explained she could not give 
a sample and needed to go off and train. Sport Bildquot- 
ed Balke as saying. Van Almsick retorted angrily: “1 am 
not guilty of anything. These stories are quite simply 
untrue.” 



WBA heavyweight champion Evander Holyfleld iCl knocks down 1BF champion 
Michael Moorer for the fifth time in the fight, late in the 8th round as referee Mitch 
Halpern moves in during their heavyweight unification fight. Holyfield won the fight 
after the referee stopped it following the 8th round (Reuters photo) 

Holyfield pounds Moorer 
to double title total 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Evander Holyfield avenged 
his most bitter defeat by 
pummeling Michael Moor- 
er, putting himself one fight 
away from reclaiming his 
crown as the undisputed 
world heavyweight cham- 
pion. 

Holyfield stopped Moorer 
after eight rounds here Sat- 
urday to defend his World 
Boxing Association title 
and claim Moorer’s 
International Boxing Feder- 
ation crown. 

“My uppercut was work- 
ing. 1 hit him with some 
good shots ” Holyfield said. 
“I felt if I kept him in the 
middle of the ring and did- 
n’t get desperate, like I had 
to knock him out. then J 
would be in good shape.” 

Holyfield, who losr to 
Moorer 3 1/2 years ago. 
knocked the southpaw 
down five times, the last at 
the end of round eight. 
Even though Moorer rose 
and returned to his comer, 
referee Mitch Halpem halt- 
ed the fight. 

*Tm sorry he stopped the 
fight.” Moorer said. “1 was 
ready to keep gening up 
and fighting and fighting.” 

Halpem consulted with 
ring doctor Flip Homansky 
before the end. 

“Every time he got 
knocked down and got up 
he answered my questions,” 
Halpem said. “The last 
time, he did not answer my 
questions.” 

Holyfield. who shrugged 
off a cut near his right eye 
in the third round, rose to 
35-3 with 25 knockouts and 
ended Moorer’s status as 
the only foe he had never 
beaten. 


Next up for Holyfield is 
probably World Boxing 
Council champion Lennox 
Lewis, a Brit that Holyfield 
has never fought, for an 
undisputed crown. 

“If Don King can make a 
match with Lennox Lewis I 
will be ready. 1 will put it 
all on the line,” Holyfield 
said. ‘That’s the only thing 
for me in boxing now.” 

Holyfield looked in trou- 
ble early but said lying on 
the ropes and leaving him- 
self open was a lure to get 
past Moorer’s jab. a 
weapon he could not solve 
in their first fight but one 
Moorer used little here. 

"I tried to draw him in to 
charge in on me so I could 
hit him with straight right 
hands. That was working 
tonight,” Holyfield said. “I 
felt if 1 could get close I 
could hit him, but 1 couldn't 
get close.” 

The fight was Holyfield's 
first since being bitten on 
both ears by Mike Tyson, 
who was banished from the 
sport after his disqualifica- 
tion loss in June. 

Moorer, now 39-2. was 
felled in the fifth round and 
went to the canvas twice 
more in both the seventh 
and eighth rounds. 

In the final minute of the 
seventh, Holyfield connect- 


ed with an inside right 
uppercut that sent Moorer 
to his knees. He rose but 
was felled again by a left 
hook to the body. 

In the eighth, Holyfield 
sent him down with a right 
and connected with two 
inside right hands to the 
body that proved to be (he 
deciders. 

“I thought the fight was 
even, maybe I was a round 
ahead, until the last knock- 
downs.” Moorer said. “I 
knew Evander was coming 
for me. I was ready.” 

Holyfield first knocked 
Moorer down late in the 
fifth round with a three- 
punch combination, finish- 
ing with a right hand that 
dropped Moorer to his 
knees. Moorer rose to finish 
but momentum went to 
Holyfield. 

A crowd of 13,200 at 
Thomas and Mack Arena 
saw Holyfield recover from 
a cut over his right eye suf- 
fered during a clinch in the 
third round. 

Moorer. who turns 30 on 
Wednesday. probably 
ensured he will be known 
best for being knocked out 
by George Foreman, who 
became the oldest champi- 
on in boxing history with 
the 1994 upset. 


FOR RENT 


Separate second floor of a newly built villa 
(first rental). Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, master salon, guest salon, 3 
verandas, garage, Independent entrance. 
Location: Near American School,! 

Sweifiyeh. 


Please cal! 079/52402, 829889 


JORDAN TIMES 
FAX: 696183 


SUPER DELUXE 
PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 


Second floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen, large 
terraces with attractive view. 

Location: Abdoun, opposite to the 
American Embassy. 

Please call Tel.: 662405 


FOR RENT 

Newly Furnished Holiday Flat in Aqaba 

Two bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom and 
balcony. 

Terms: Daily, weekly or monthly. 

Tel.: 03-322753 (David or Arafeh) 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large 
salons, fully equipped kitchen, central heating, 
telephone, ground floor with garden and garage. 
Location Urn Ozaina, behind C - TOWN. 

Please call: TeL: 614042 from 9:00 a.m.- 
6:00 p.m. or 825575 after 6:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Super Deluxe Ground Floor 

Located in Sweitiyeh, very near to Orthodox Church. 9 Amin Al 
Momani Street Consists of 3 bedrooms and utilities with a glassed 
veranda, garden, garage, independent central heating, salellie, video 
and telephone. < Rent Yearly or monthly > 

For more information call 
Tel.: 818092, 642072. 818019 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining, salon, 
2 verandas, independent central heating, garage, 
telephone line. Location: Near American School. 
Please call TeL: 5524503/4 



Amman Baccalaureate School 

Teaching Vacancy- 
Junior School Physical Education 

ABS is looking for a qualified female PE teacher 
to work as a member of the Junior S 
(grades 1-5) PE programme and after-school 
activities programme for the second sem 

this 1997-1998 academic year ... 

Fluency in both Arabic and English and 
previous classroom teaching e^rience w^l be 
considered in selecting the successful applicant 
for this post. 

Completed application forms Should 

School's Receptionist - TeL: 5411 191) shouK! 

be submitted together with a recent photograph 
by Wednesday, 12 November, 19y /■_ 


NEXT SHOW AT CINEMA CONCORD 

* 



ROWAN ATKINSON 

Mr . BEAN 

THE ULTIMATE DISASTER MOVIE 



l iimr the Pn tron^c of hi. R. / /. Priuirss 

\ Ghichi Talal 


ROMERO 

, . 7 . ' ^ /// Looturdf/oimvfh — vw 

Ha ret Jdoudna ' restaurant 


MdAi 


■ TvLJS-te- 


hi nil )*•/! I ft, ;} ,/,7 / will hff foil l>j 

Water Colours c> Oil Paintings 

Safam Kanaan 

Madaba The Environs 
at Al-Jnthour Gallery 
Haret Idoudna - YLvvA: 
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Netanyahu shrugs off Israel’s 
biggest anti-government rally 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanvahu's office shrugged 
off on Sunday the biggest 
anti-government demonstra- 
tion In Israel's history, turn- 
ing a deaf ear to calls for an 
easing of his hard line in deal- 
ing with the Palestinians. 

More than 200.000 people 
participated in the rally 
Saturday night in Tel Aviv 
marking the second anniver- 
sary of the assassination of 
Labour prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin by a right- 
wing Jewish radical opposed 
to the peace process. 

While advertised as a 
memorial rally for Rabin, the 
gathering was widely seen as 
a mass protest against 
Netanyahu policies which 
have Jed to deadlock in the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians launched by the 
late Labour leader four years 
ago. 

"But Mr. Netanyahu's top 
media advisor. David Bar- 
man, declared Sunday that 
there were no political 
lessons to be drawn from the 
event. 

"The demonstrators were 


there to mourn for Rabin and 
their number was unprece- 
dented because Rabin's mur- 
der was unprecedented,” Bar- 
man told Agence France 
Presse. 

“But this has nothing to do 
with the policy' options con- 
cerning the peace process. 
The people have already spo- 
ken on this by electing 
Netanyahu," he said. 

Mr. Bar-Illan’s view con- 
trasted with the speeches 
given Saturday night by a 
string of opposition figures 
who lashed out at the govern- 
ment led by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud party for derailing 
peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians which have been 
in crisis since early this year. 

“The Likud promised 
before the elections that it 
would continue the Oslo 
peace process. Today we see 
that they, who want to smash 
the peace, will end up smash- 
ing themselves and thai peace 
will win.” said Shimon Peres, 
who led the Labour govern- 
ment after Rabin’s slaying. 

Rabin's widow. Leah, said 
Saturday's demonstration 
marked “a aiming point and a 


disavowal of this government 
and proves that Israelis are 
still massively attached 10 the 
hope for peace and a better 
future” 

And Ehud Barak, the cur- 
rent Labour chief who is 
leading Mr. Netanyahu in 
opinion polls, pledged to 
“return the helm of state” to 
the left and revive the peace 
process. 

The Israeli media also 
judged Saturday's event as 
the biggest mass protest 
demonstration in Israel’s 50- 
year history and said it could 
provide a big boost to the 
Labour Party's so-far ineffec- 
tive efforts to unseal Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

“It was not the two years 
since Rabin's death which 
brought such a huge mass to 
the rally but ratter the 17 
months of Netanyahu's 
administration,” said the 
Maariv newspaper. 

“What was until now a 
defeated, depressed camp 
which didn't know its own 
strength received last night a 
major infusion of self-confi- 
dence. and the political fall- 
out will be felt for some 


time.” it said. 

"ft would be wise for 
Netanyahu to understand that 
what happened last night did 
not occur on the moon, and 
that nothing like it has 
occurred before to any prime 
minister in Israel’s history.” it 
said 

But Mr. Bar-Man said he 
was “skeptical” that the 
Labour Party could follow up 
on Saturday’s turnout to 
threaten the current govern- 
ment. 

■’I doubt that [it] could 
brine together that many 
demonstrators on any other 
theme than Rabin’s murder” 
he said. 

Israeli -Palestinian peace 
efforts have been deadlocked 
since March over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policy of 
expanding Jewish settlements 
in disputed areas and his 
refusal to cany (Hit further 
promised troop withdrawals 
from the West Bank- 

Four days of high-level, 
U.S.-brokered negotiations 
between the two sides in 
Washington last week failed 
to make any progress on 
these core issues. 


Netanyahu fails to nail 
down Clinton summit 

Levy rethinking attending MENA 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu heads to the 
United States next week with- 
out a plan to meet President 
Bill Clinton in an apparent 
sign that peace talks with the 
Palestinians are going 
nowhere fast. 

“For the time being no such 
meeting has been set,” Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office said after 
issuing a statement announc- 
ing he would visit Britain 
from Wednesday until Sunday 
before flying to the United 
States to meet Jewish groups. 

An Israeli official had said 
Mr. Clinton was linking a 
meeting to progress in peace 
talks. 

LIS. presidents routinely 
meet Israeli leaders on such 
trips. Israel receives $3 billion 
a year in U.S. aid, more than 
any other country. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy said he hoped a 
meeting of Mr Netanyahu 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in 
London Friday might yet 
clear the way for Mr Clinton 
meeting. 

Ms. Albright wants to raise 
with Mr. Netanyahu — and 
with President Yasser Arafat at 
a separate meeting in 
Switzerland Saturday — con- 


tentious issues left unresolved 
by a new round of Isnaeli- 
Palestinian peace talks around 
Washington. 

The talks have been in crisis 
since Mr. Netanyahu began 
work on a Jewish settlement 
in Arab east Jerusalem eight 
months ago. 

Mr. Levy was in 
Washington to take part in the 
four days of Israeli- 
Palestinian National Authority 
talks last week and rejected 
Mr. Arafat’s assertion on 
Saturday that they achieved 
nothing. 

“There is no breakdown." 
Mr. Levy told Israel Radio. 

Clouding the talks was not 
only longstanding Palestinian 
mistrust of the right-wing 
Netanyahu but also their 
doubts over whether Mr. 
Levy, widely viewed as a 
moderate, had a mandate to 
make deals. 

In a further sign of difficul- 
ties in U.S. Middle East 
peacemaking, Mr. Levy said it 
might be pointless for him to 
attend a U.S.-backed econom- 
ic conference in the Gulf next 
week which Arab participants 
are threatening to boycott. 

‘1 have yet to determine a 
stance. We are examining 
whether it has a chance from a 
political aspect," Mr. Levy 


said w hen asked if he w ould 
head Israel's delegation to the 
three-dav meeting in the 
Qatari capital Doha starting 
next Sunday. 

“There is no point travelling 
to Doha — with all of iis 
importance — just to be pre- 
sent there.” Mr. Levy told 
Israel Radio. 

The United Stales said last 
week it aimed to coax Arab 
states to attend the conference 
aimed at integrating Israel into 
the region. A reluctant majori- 
ty. including LIS. allies Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia, oppose 
Israeli policy’ on peacemak- 
ing. 

Most Arab states view Mr. 
Netanyahu as the key obsacle 
to Arab-Israeli peace talks. 
Some have linked their atten- 
dance and level of participa- 
tion to progress in peacemak- 
ing. 

Officials expect 900 busi- 
ness executives from around 
the world to attend the fourth 
annual conference along with 
Ms. Albright and other offi- 
cials. 

“Israel will definitely take 
part and the delegation will be 
economic.. As for political 
meetings, we will check it and 
this week determine our posi- 
tion,” Mir. Levy said. 


Dispute continues over Israeli role 
in alleged Onassis kidnap operation 


TEL AVIV | AFP) — The 
father of the 12-year-old 
heiress to the Onassis ship- 
ping fortune lashed out in an 
interview Sunday at the 
refusal by Israeli police to 
pursue a group of former 
army officers accused of plot- 
ting to kidnap his daughter. 

Thierry Roussel, father of 
Athina Roussel, the grand- 
daughter of the late Greek 


billionaire Aristotle Onassis. 
told the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper that his family 
was living “in perpetual fear" 
since learning of the alleged 
kidnap plot early this year 
from Swiss police. 

He criticised an Israeli 
police decision last week 
rejecting Swiss police 
chaiges that a group of for- 
mer Israeli army and intelli- 


gence officers were involved 
in the affair. 

“I’m surprised the Israeli 
police is disputing the facts of 
the Swiss police.” he said. 

“Maybe this is because for- 
mer Israeli officers and secret 
agents are involved-, and this 
could be an Israeli strategy to 
help these people," he was 
quoted as saying. 


Paris bombs 
in 1995 were 
work of 
Algerian 
secret service 


LONDON (AFP) — Bomb 
attacks that killed eight 
people in Paris in 1995 
were the work of the 
Algerian secret service, 
according to a press report 
Sunday that also claimed 
Algeria was helping Iraq 
produce weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The Observer quoted an 
Algerian asylum-seeker in 
Brirain — w ho claimed he 
was a former agent in 
Algeria's secret service — 
as saying the Paris bombs 
were part of a black propa- 
ganda war aimed at gal- 
vanising French public 
opinion against Islamist 
militants. The man. named 
only as Mr. Yussouf, told 
the paper that the .Armed 
Islamic Group CGIA) — on 
whom both the Paris bombs 
and frequent massacres in 
Algeria have been blamed 
— was “a pure product of 
[the Algerian] secret ser- 
vice." He also said the 
Algerian authorities were 
holding material for Iraq's 
nuclear, chemical and bio- 
logical warfare programme. 

Mr. Yussuof said Algerian 
intelligence agents routine- 
ly bribed European police, 
journalists and members of 
parliament 

And he claimed to have 
personally delivered a suit- 
case containing S90.000 to 
a former French member of 
parliament “with strong 
links to the French intelli- 
gence services." 

The Observer said the 
unnamed French deputy, 
who lost his seat at this 
year’s general election, was 
a noted apologist for the 
Algerian and Iraqi regimes. 

Mr. Yussouf added that 
the killings of many for- 
eigners in Algeria were 
organised by the secret 
police and not by Islamist 
extremists. 



HOLY SITE DEDICATED: Greek Patriarch of Jerusalem Diodoros makes the sign of the 
cross, on Sunday, above the holy stone where the Virgin Mary is believed to have rested on 
her way to give birth to Jesus in nearby Bethlehem (AFP photo) (See story on page 2) ■ 


Press says Iraq has developed 
remote-controlled germ warfare 


LONDON i .AFP) — Iraq has 
developed a remote-con- 
trolled plane which can spray 
enough of the deadly agent 
anthrax to kill thousands of 
people if deployed over a city, 
according to a press report to 
appear here Sunday . 

The Sunday Times said the 
plane is believed to have pro- 
vided Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein with what he 
describes as a "doomsday 
option" should Iraq come 
under renewed attack follow- 
ing its refusal to allow U.S. 
nationals to participate in 
U.N. aims inspections. 

The paper, quoting Western 


and Iraqi intelligence sources, 
said the plane was created by 
modifying a Polish MIS 
Crop- Duster aircraft and was 
capable of travelling hun- 
dreds of kilometres. 

It can reportedly carry up to 
one tonne of anthrax bacteria, 
which would be enough to 
kill tens of thousands of peo- 
ple if dropped on a city. 

Iraqi sources told The 
Sunday Times that up to 16 
A1 Hussein long-range mis- 
siles had also been adapted to 
carry anthrax with the help of 
privately hired Russian scien- 
tists. 

A report in Sunday's 


Observer newspaper mean- 
while said Western security 
experts were now seriously 
concerned that Iraq has devel- 
oped a "suitcase bomb” with 
chemical or biological com- 
ponents. 

The weekly said the experts 
— who include members of 
the U.N*. Special Commission 
on disarming Iraq — want 
that London, Paris and Tel 
Aviv were all likely targets. 

They believe that Iraq is 
hiding VX nerve agent, as 
well as biological weapons 
made from anthrax, plague, 
bomlinum toxin and aflaiox- 
in (See stories on page 1). 


Gulf newspapers divided on 
Iraqi showdown with U.N. 


DUBAI ( AFP) — Gulf Arab 
newspapers were divided on 
Sunday over Iraq’s showdown 
with tiie United Nations on 
arms inspections and the eco- 
nomic sanctions in force since 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

“It's no longer acceptable for 
the Iraqi people to be held 
hostage to the United States 
which is using [U.N.] Security 
Council resolutions as a whip 
against the Iraqis.” said AJ 
Khaleej in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

“It’s as if the United States 
has condemned Iraq to a slow 
death,” it said, referring to the 
U.5. line that the sanctions 
must be kept firmly in place. 

“When Iraq raises its voice to 
ask for a timeframe for the lift- 
ing of sanctions, it is only exer- 
cising its legitimate right 
because the sanctions have 
gone on too long.” said AI 
Khaleej. 

It said, referring to Iraq and 
Libya, that “the Guinness Book 


of Records should create a spe- 
cial section on countries under 
sanctions, in which Arab states 
would figure prominently.” 

Al Ittihad, another UAE 
daily, said the U.S. does not 
apply the same standards when 
it comes to Israel. 

“The Iraqi people are under 
sanctions on the pretext that 
they represent a threat to Arab 
countries. How come 
Washington does not see that 
Israel is also a threat to the 
Arabs, a more dangerous one 
than Iraq?" it asked 

After last week’s U.N. mis- 
sion to Baghdad which failed to 
persuade Iraq to back down on 
its ban on U.S. inspectors 
working for the U.N., AJ 
Khaleej said Iraq had scored 
points in arguing its case on 
sanctions. 

“Iraq has made several gains 
in highlighting its plight, what- 
ever future developments take 
place. It has hammered home 
the point that the U.S. is run- 


ning the U.N. mission ” said the 
English-language daily, also in 
the UAE. 

An oil embargo under the 
sanctions cannot be lifted until 
the U.N. Special Commission 
fUNSCOM) in charge of dis- 
arming Baghdad certifies that it 
has eliminated Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Al Waian newspaper in Qatar 
said it was “shamefhi that Arab 
governments are staying idle 
and leaving Iraq on its own 
under the hold of the United 
States which only views Arab 
issues from the point of view of 
Israel's security.” 

The sanctions have served 
only to "impoverish the Iraqi 
people without weakening the 
Iraqi regime or affecting its sur- 
vival." said Al Raya, another 
daily in Doha. 

In contrast to the pro-Iraqi 
stand of the press in Qatar and 
the UAE, a paper in Saudi 
.Arabia warned against a lifting 
of sanctions. 



Lack of united opposition in new Parliament eases path for economic programme 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Lack of united 
opposition in the new 
Parliament should permit the 
government to speed up 
unpopular economic policies 
and cement its troubled peace 
with Israel analysts and offi- 
cials said on Sunday. 

Pro-govemmenL candidates 
strengthened their grip on 
Parliament after elections last 
Tuesday that were boycotted 
by an Islamist-led opposition. 


The pro-government forces 
secured at least two thirds of 
the 80 seals and a handful of 
independents won. 

Analysts said the deputies 
were expected to form a large- , 
ly toothless assembly and 
would not mount any serious 
challenge to further steps 
towards politically sensitive 
structural reforms directed by 
the International Monetary 
Fund (TMF). 

“The assembly’s composi- 
tion in principle suggests the 
government will face an easi- 
er task to pass important laws, 
especially since the coming 
phase will bring derisive eco- 
nomic laws.” said Taher 
HBcmat, a prominent senator 
and ex-minister. 

The absence of an organised 
Mamist-dominatcd opposi- 


tion is expected to help the 
government handle with ease 
a more cooperative assembly 
than the two previous bodies 
Jordan has had since it revived 
parliamentary elections in 
1989, they said. 

While the opposition failed 
to block unpopular laws such 
as the!994 peace treaty with 
Israel because of a comfort- 
able government majority, 
their protests and delaying 
tactics were a constant 
headache which embarrassed 
the government and gave a 
wider platform for dissent. 

“The government will be 
more relaxed now. In the past 
its policies were passed 
nonetheless, but with more 
fuss and discomfort than is 
expected now” said Mr. 
Hikmal. ■ 


Analysts say a muted oppo- 
sition will give breathing 
space for the government to 
forge ahead politically sensi- 
tive structural reforms despite 
mounting frustrations over the 
lack of tangible benefits of the 
peace treaty with IsraeL 

This comes at a time when 
the troubled Middle East 
peace process has cast its 
shadow over investor senti- 
ment by damaging confidence 
and bringing a slowdown in 
business activity. 

The bitter pill of reforms is 
the only choice Jordan has if it 
wants to integrate with the 
global economy to spur 
growth and generate jobs for 
an army of unemployed now 
conservatively put at 18 per 
cent of its 4.6 million popula- 
tion. they said. 


Officials privately say that 
daunting tasks ahead include 
taking decisive action to 
reduce government spending 
on a bloated public sector, and 
downswing a welfare state 
which Jordan can no longer 
sustain at present foreign aid 
levels. 

Ali Abul Ragheb, a busi- 
nessman and a newly elected 
deputy and former minister 
who oversaw Jordan’s over- 
hauled investment laws and 
laid the foundations of trade 
ties with IsraeL said a 
stepped-up effort to liberalise 
the economy was cruciaL 

“The initial reforms suc- 
ceeded in improving the fiscal 
state of the treasury and mon- 
etary issues but did not suc- 
ceed in the broader economic 
and social issues.” Mr. Abul 


Ragheb said. 

Mr. .Abul Ragheb said the 
coming government agenda 
must broaden a first batch of 
economic reforms enacted in 
1994-1995 to attract invest- 
ments needed to generate jobs 
and spur growth. 

These include intellectual 
property rights, developing 
the local capital markets, fur- 
ther trade liberalisation, pri- 
vatisation and restructuring of 
state assets. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said the 
new parliamentary phase 
would have to address a 
“social adjustment pro- 
gramme in parallel with the 
economic reforms.” echoing 
widespread criticism ihat 
IMF-directed reforms which 
brought macro-economic sta- 
bility after a severe economic 


crisis in 1989 neglected the 
social dimension. * 

The government will be less 
constrained by the shape of 
the new Parliament to push 
ahead its agenda to foige solid 
economic ties with Israel, 
officials privately say. 

While not a panacea, it 
would be a major economic 
boost by reducing the political 
pressure of soaring unem- 
ployment in the absence of 
substantial capital inflows, 
officials say. 

Jordan’s economy would 
directly feel the spin-off effect 
once Israel eased its monop- 
oly on the lucrative West 
Bank S2.4 billion-plus annual 
market, which the Kingdom 
considers a natural market 
due to its close links with 
Palestinians, they say. 



Spice Girls give fijefr 

manager the boot 

LONDON ■ AFPi — The 
fi\c*g;:s British pop pi*, 
nomenon the Spse Giris 
have vicked fhc ma nag er 
w ho nvfc (hem to {ante ad 
fortune, a report said. Gen 
Halliwei! — “Ginger 
Sp:-c" — -.us said by the 
Sun newspaper to have 
n;v test rated the split 
Sinum Fuller in what a 
"sMurce” in the paper called 
"the ultimate Girl Power 
move." Fuller. 36. was 
hired by the group after 
iftev split from the man, 
ayers w ho originally 
formed (hem. Since he 
bec.m managing the group, 
the five Spice Girls have 
made an estimated 14.5 
mi! lion pounds each. 

Travolta opposes 
an anti-ScientoIogist 
TV documentary 

LONDON (AFP) — 
American actor John 
Travolta, star of the films 
"Pulp Fiction" and 
“Saturday Night Fever." has 
reportedly written to a 
British TV station asking it 
not to show a documentary 
on the Church of 
Scientology founder. The 
Independent new spaper on 
Sunday said Travolta, a 
committed Scientologist, 
accused Channel 4 of being 
prepared to slander him and 
ali the members of the 
organisation. He reportedly 
claimed the programme — 
said to accuse the church's 
founder. L. Ron HubbanL 
of being a fraud — would 
incite hatred of the sect as 
hud been happening in 
Germany where authorities 
are suppressing its activi- 
ties. 

Effenberg obscenity 
inspires artist 

BONN iR) — Stefe 
Effenberg’s memorafte 
obscene gesture has bec- 
ome a work of ait 
Effenberg. remembered for 
being kicked out of the 
German squad after raising 
his middle finger to the 
crowd at the 1994 World 
Cup finals, will be able to 
admire himself if he visits 
an exhibition entitled 
“Crossways, artists see 
football” to open on 
Monday in Leverkusen. 
The current Borussia 
Moenchengladbach cap- 
tain, whose international 
career ended after the inci- 
dent during Germany's 3-2 
.victory over South Korea in 
Dallas, has inspired Ger- 
man artist Gisbert Mueller. 

Activists rage 
as Chinese park 
stages horse fights 

HONG KONG f AFP) — A 
Chinese theme-park is stag- 
ing vicious fights between 
horses in a bid to draw in 
the crowds, outraging ani- 
mal rights activists in Hong 
Kong, a report said ben: 
Sunday. Audiences al ibe 
Shenzhen Safari Park laugh 
as two stallions rear up and 
kick and bite each other 
during the five-minute 
bouts, the Sunday Morning 
Post said. “They did not 
know how- to fight but we 
have trainers to train therrU 
a duty manager was quoted 
as saying at the park, which 
hit the headlines here last 
year when visitors wert 
invited to throw live chick* 
ens into a tiger compound 
and watch the birds be tom 
apart. 

Cheerleader sues 
school, says partners 
were not very ‘petite’ 

CHICAGO (R) — A far- 
mer cheerleader has sw? 
his university over ba» 
injuries that he says w®* 
caused by lifting heavy 
female partners dun^S 
stunts, the Chicago SP" 
Times reported. 

O'Reilly, 23, . 
Marquette UnfrB&P J* 
Milwaukee. WisconSk 
saying he fractured tafrbwj* 
while practising 
April. 1996, the daily 
His two partner wereTJjr 
your average, tin& 
cheerleaders," 
was quored as saying- 
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